FIRST CHURCH OF OTAGO - WHAT’S ON DURING AUGUST

WEEKLY EVENTS
SUNDAY AUGUST 7 Mondays 1.30pm Mah Jong - McLean Room
10.00am -Morning Worship The Reverend Anne Thomson Mon & Thurs 7.30pm Bells Practice
Fridays 6pm Youth Group Burns Hall

10am DUTIES: .Nineva Vaitupu ( 455 3375) Les and Maureen
Green. Finance Les Green
TEA/COFFEE: Joyce Dyer and Isobel Napper

The Reverend Anne Thomson

OASIS IN THE CITY —
MIDWEEK PRAYER AT FIRST CHURCH

Tuesdays and Thursdays: 12.15-12.30

12noon - Cook Islands *

2.00pm - Samoan Service N Vaitupu WHAT’S ON DURING AUGUST
Thurs 4 Craft Group meets
SUNDAY AUGUT 14 TUES 9 4.30pm Property Committee

10.00am -Morning Worship The Reverend Anne Thomson WED 10 6.00pm SESSION .
10am DUTIES: Foalima Lemalu ( 453 4210), Toga Solofa, Gifford | |Mon 15 4.00pm Finance Committee
R | i : . , . Tues 16 2pm APW - AGM McLean
Brown, Loraine Denniston, La Faatoese Finance: Nan Rickard CONS GO
TEA/COFFEE: Zena McKie and Isobel Napper WED 17 7.30pm DEACON URT
: Thurs 18 Craft Group meets
12noon - Cook Islands " - V Hosking Thurs 25 2pm Friends FC/ AGM Burns Hall Foyer

2.00pm - Samoan Service T Vaitupu

SUNDAY AUGUST 21

10.00am -Morning Worship The Reverend John Sinclair

10am DUTIES: Brian Williscroft. Noeleen Williscroft , Isobel
Napper, Finance: Brian Williscroft

TEA/COFFEE: Maureen and Les Green

12noon - Cook Islands service E Taana
2.00pm - Samoan Service Rev A Thomson

Friends of First Church Annual Meeting

Thursday 25 August at 2pm
in the foyer of Burns Hall.
Afternoon tea will follow the meeting.
Everyone who has an interest in First Church
building and grounds is warmly invited to attend.

SUNDAY AUGUST 28

10.00am — King Edward Tech 150th Rev Anne Thomson

10am DUTIES: Stan Catchpole (471 0633), lan Mitchell, Margaret
Mitchell, June Evans. Finance: Stan Catchpole

TEA/COFFEE: John Takacs and Isobel Napper

12noon - Cook Islands ° Rev Anne Thomson
2.00pm - Samoan Service Rev Anne Thomson

Yvonne Wilkie

will be the guest speaker,
introducing us to the work of
Presbyterian Archives

Otago University Graduation August 27 2011

ruiveErsiTyY | The University of Otago is unable to use the traditional venue, the Dunedin Town Hall for the
" graduation ceremony in August because the post-graduation reception marquee could not be
OTJ""'LG D erected in Harrop Street while renovation work is underway.

The Graduation Ceremony on August 27th will be at the Regent Theatre with the post
ceremony reception in a marquee on the First Church lawn .
We look forward to our association with the University.

The Regent Theatre is not as big as the Town Hall and it will be necessary to hold more graduation
ceremonies. Graduands traditionally walk along George Street to the town hall before ceremonies

E¥Rne Wil d rijpaa 0 O g . . .
and this will continue.

2011 Ceremonies - University of Otago Regent Theatre Graduations

August 27, 3pm: All disciplines.

December 3, 3pm; Education and pharmacy:

December 10, 1pm Medicine, medical laboratory science; December 10, 4pm—Dentistry and physiotherapy
December 14, 3pm Humanities , except law

December 17, 1pm Commerce, law, biomedical sciences, health sciences; December 17, 4pm Sciences

e ————
FIRST CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT

“We are striving to become a truly multi-cultural community, providing a warm, creative and affirming home base, enabling us to reach out
with the Good News to those working and living in the inner-city and beyond.”

SENIOR MINISTER: The Reverend Tokerau Joseph, phone 477 7792 cell 027 371 4733
PART TIME ASSISTANT MINISTER: The Reverend Anne Thomson 477 7150 cell 027 467 5488

PART TIME PASTORAL ASSISTANT MINISTER : The Rev John Sinclair (473 9950 or 027 436 9204)

FIRST CHURCH BELL RINGERS - Practice 7.30pm Monday and Thursday nights;

FIRST CHURCH OF OTAGO NEWSLETTER AUGUST 2011

FIRST CHURCH HOW STRONG

*
Recent statements in the ODT have led a number of people to 1
question the stability of Dunedin churches in an earthquake. We do
not speak for others, but we can assure you that the office bearers :
of First Church have not been dilatory in this matter. Our late friend 1
John Salmond used to remind us that you can’t make an old build- %
ing like ours “earth-quake proof”. All you can do is make it as
secure as you can so that in the event of an quake people can exit
the building in reasonable safety. Since the 1931 Napier quake
various measures have been undertaken to ensure this.

Original rod

/

In the first place, we are fortunate that First Church rests, not on
unconsolidated or reclaimed ground but on solid rock. Arthur :
Salmond in his book lists all the significant repairs and improve-
ments to the fabric of the building since its erection. If we reproduce
here what he says about the spire, you may be reassured that the
problem has been tackled in a responsible and rigorous manner.

Steel girders replace
rotten wood beams

“In order to avoid the possibility of enforced demolition of the spire

Mr J.R.G. Hanlon, a Dunedin structural engineer was asked to

devise a scheme for its retention. In 1964/65, the church was again A

encased in scaffolding, this time of tubular steel. The whole floor of

the outer vestibule was formed into a heavy anchor consisting of

1.5 metre thickness of concrete, tied into the base of the spire walls

with heavy steel beams so that the whole weight of the spire

became part of the anchor. B
“Then the whole of the inside of the hollow part of the upper
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Galvanised grid frame
‘ tied to stonework
I

spire was tied together with a frame of angle iron, linked to a grid of % ‘-““ C
heavy steel beams set firmly into the stonework of the spire. From " v

this, a series of high tension wires was taken down in tubes in each = ‘l

corner and fixed with a heavy bottom anchor. These wires were C ! \ )

then stressed to a very great pressure over the next 18 months, ———‘ 3 B Stress wires anchored

to steel girders

thus holding the spire together as a unit. 3

“In addition all the pinnacles on the spire and around the -
church had their top finials removed, a hole was bored down the
middle of each for a distance of 3 or 4 metres to take a substantial
steel rod, grouted into the stonework. Then the top finial, if broken
was replaced with a cement replica, cast in a fibreglass mould. The
Church itself was then strengthened with stressed wires running in
both directions and threaded through the roof trusses. This work
was carried out by Naylor Love Ltd at a cost of $28,000”

A report from Salmond Anderson Heath in 1991 details further work
that was undertaken at that time, including some replacement of
mild steel with stainless steel and formation of new

finials etc. in Oamaru stone. It concludes.... "Based upon research
and the history of the building it is reasonable to expect that once
the stonework is restored no further work on the maintenance of
stonework will be required for period of at least 30 years”.

Clusters of
stressed wires
encased in tubes

In addition to the above information, you should know that in August
2006 the Church along with Burns Hall and the Office Block were
the subject of a very detailed “Risk Assessment

Report” by Aon New Zealand Ltd who act for the Church Insurance
Fund. The requirements listed in the report, along with the DCC By-
Laws, and the Historic Places Trust input all means that we have
to operate within strict guidelines. Failure to observe those which
are mandatory could mean that our insurance policies are rendered null and void.

Wires anchored to
steel girders in
solid concrete floor

How }J. R. G. Hanlon strengthened the tower in
1964-65 (with cross-sections).

We are fortunate to have lan Mitchell as the Convener of the Property Management Committee. As a builder and former
Senior Officer of the Fire Service, he is most conscientious and strict about our adherence to the rules, and he does not al-
low short cuts to be taken. Only so can this site and its buildings remain as safe as possible.

The whole congregation has a duty to one another, and to lan to maintain these standards of public safety, hygiene and all
the rest. It is the very essence of practical Christianity.

(At its July meeting the Property Committee asked me to place the above information before you, so that if you are challenged by anyone, you can truth-
fully say that First Church does its utmost to fulfil its responsibilities. — John Sinclair Acting Convener of the Property Committee)



Dear First Church folk,

Just when it looked like we might avoid winter altogether, when spring flowers were
beginning to appear (and yet the last roses in the garden outside my office are still
blooming!), the snow and ice arrived on 24 July.

The youth group were leading the services at 10 o'clock and 12 o'clock, and they were
all there on time, despite deteriorating weather. Many people wisely stayed at home.
Some of those who did make it to worship then had a very long trip home, after they
had given others a ride to their home and were then caught by the snow that arrived so
suddenly.

During the 12 o'clock service we heard the hail on the roof , but it was a surprise and a
delight (especially for the children) to open the doors of the church and find that the ground was white out-
side, with an inch or so of snow blanketing everything.

Rev. Karima Fai'ai, who was to have taken the 2 o'clock service, was unable to travel up from Gore, and the
youth agreed without hesitation to stay on and take the third service for the day. They were also able to help
eat the food that had been prepared for the farewell lunch for Karima.

And at the end of the day, everyone made it away (and we hoped, safely home) — no one needed to take up
the offer of accommodation marae-style at the manse.

Of course, a section of the church wall did not fare as well — after two vehicles ran into it in two days, there is
quite a bit of reconstruction required there.

Winter comes with its challenges — after the beauty and excitement of snow there is the inconvenience of ice
and slush, impassable roads and treacherous footpaths. But even in the worst of winter, on the bleakest
days, spring is coming.

Joy Cowley has written a Winter psalm :

God, God,

today the sun did not rise

on the landscape of my heart.

There is nothing to see but darkness,
nothing to feel but a cold

that goes deeper than my bones.

I am like a bare tree standing alone
among the dead leaves of memory.
Storms of anger and grief beat against me
and there is no shelter.

Why did this happen? | did not ask for winter.
It came suddenly, beyond my control,
stripping away my comfort

and leaving me desolate and helpless.

It hurts to think.

It hurts to be.

I know that | can't turn back the seasons.
Never again will | enjoy last summer,

but in the deep cold of frozen sap,

there is a message of a spring to come
and already, where old leaves fell,

there are the beginnings of new buds.

All | can do today, is lie still and walit,
knowing that when the greenness and light
come again, | will be bigger and stronger
than | was last year.

Ben Bates talking to Teiarahi and Faufouth Service

Now that winter has arrived, we know that spring will be coming, with the beauty and promise of new growth,
new possibilities, new challenges. Keep warm and safe for however long winter lasts, and rejoice in the
signs of spring growth.

BlessingsAnne

Page 2

University of Otago—Division of Humanities Department of Theology and Religion

A Series of Open Lectures
Christianity and the Scientific Revolution: The New World Picture and the New World View
Archway 2 Lecture Theatre, Monday 8 August, 5.15pm

Christianity and the Scientific Revolution: New Views of Knowledge
Archway 4 Lecture Theatre, Tuesday 9 August, 1pm to 2.15pm

A Short History of American Religion and Science: Before Darwin
Archway 2 Lecture Theatre, Wednesday 10 August, 5.15pm

A Short History of American Religion and Science: After Darwin
College of Education Auditorium, Thursday 11 August, 1pm to 2.15pm

Fundamentalist Cartoons, Modernist Pamphlets, and the Religious Image of Science during the Scopes Era
(Open Research Seminar)
Burns 5 Lecture Theatre, Friday 12 August, 3pm to 4.15pm
Professor Edward Davis,
Distinguished Professor of the History of Science Fulbright Senior Scholar Messiah College, Pennsylvania

DUNEDIN INNER CITY MINISTERS GROUP

The ministers of Dunedin's inner city churches meet regularly through the year.
0l That covers a wide range of churches, from Presbyterian, Anglican, Methodist
18 and Roman Catholic to Salvation Army, Seventh Day Adventist and Coptic

g Orthodox. We meet to share what is happening in the different churches, to
il support one another, and to do some things together.

Some of the ministers take turns at presenting the weekly Radio church service,
which is broadcast each Sunday morning at 8.30 am on Otago Access Radio -
105.4 FM.

Often we have celebrated Pentecost Sunday by worshiping together in the evening. This year on 12 June we gathered
at St Joseph's cathedral for a service which included a creative dance brought by First Church Youth, Tongan

songs, and anthems sung by a combined choir from a number of churches. The Roman Catholic Bishop Colin Campbell
preached.

At the beginning of Advent, candles are exchanged among the
different churches, with greetings being carried from one con-
gregation to another.

You may remember the old children's song "Jesus bids us
shine" which included the words "you in your small corner and |
in mine." By meeting together, the inner city churches remind
ourselves that we share this corner, and we're all in this to-
gether, shining the light of the gospel in the centre of Dunedin.

- PHOTO -: HAYDEN WILLIAMS (THE TABLET).
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LECTIONAYR READINGS for AUGUST

NEWS FROM FIRST CHURCH SESSION - Nan Rickard

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR AUGUST

During August, these are the readings that we will use in our services: the Revised Common Lectionary at the 10 am and
pm service, and Te Tia at the 12 noon service.
Revised Common Lectionary
August 7 Genesis 374, 1228
Pentecost 8 Psalm 105:386, 1622,45b
Romans 10:85
Matthew 14: 2233

Te Tia (12 noon service)
11 Samuela 13:2339

August 14 Genesis 45415 Salamo 87
Pentecost 9 Psalm 133

Romans 11: Pa, 2932

Matthew 15: (1€20), 2128

August 21 Exodus 1: 8 2: 10 Mataio 17:213
Pentecost 10 Psalm 124
Romans 12: B

Matthews 16: 120

August 28 Exodus 3: 115

Pentecost 11 Psalm 105: %6, 2326, 45c
Romans 12: 21
Matthew 16: 2128

Amsai: 15; 2: 632

The New Atheism: A Christian Response'

A Conference hosted by the University of Otago and the Faraday Institute, Cambridge
will be held at St Marqaret's College, Dunedin from 2nd -3rd September_ 2011.

The New Atheists claim that believers in ‘the god hypothesis’ should not be tolerated, but should be actively countered,
and the shoddy arguments supporting their beliefs should be exposed. This conference aims to provide a response to
the claims of the New Atheists from a Christian perspective.

For further details, see http://www.events4you.co.nz/faraday2011.html

Heavenly Choirs- FOR HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY
Knox Church Sunday 7 August 2-3P M

Tickets are just $10 and include afternoon tea.
all proceeds to Dunedin Hospital Chaplaincy Otago Healthcare Chaplaincy Support Trust

Some of Dunedin’s top choirs:

Dunedin Harmony Chorus of Sweet Adelines (International),; Knox Church Choir, L
Southern Consort of Voices, Sunny Side Up
Otago Girls and Boys High School Choirs — recent finalists in the regional Big Sing school choir competition, The Otago Girls' High School

Southern Hesperides choir, the Otago Boys' High School choir and the Barock combined choir are among 18 groups selected to perform at the
national Big Sing final in Wellington. Our concert forms part of their preparation and | am so excited to hear from them before they go!

Aaron Smith of SouthLife Church will MC.

People in hospital need more than medical care. Hospital Chaplains are there to support everyone who comes into the hospital:
patients, their families, and staff members. They have time to sit and listen, to offer the sacraments and prayer, and to bring encour-
agement and support. They are only partly funded by the Government, so we need to find about $60,000-$70,000 in donations to
keep going.

& | At our July Session Meeting we were delighted to receive a report from Ron Muliau,
e | Tara Muliau and Mata Dean on their experiences at the “Connect” youth conference
held recently in Christchurch. The Connect conferences are arranged by the Youth
| Ministry Team of the PCANZ. This is invaluable experience for our Youth Leaders and
& e were pleased to be able to arrange funding for four members to attend.

Also, First Church has nominated the Rev Graeme Munro, of Oamaru, for the position
of Moderator Designate. Voting will be held at The Southern Presbytery AGM to be
~ held in Cromwell 12/13 August 2011. We trust his nomination will be successful.

In previous years we have found it difficult to arrange a ‘shared lunch’ for the September communion, as this
always clashes with Fathers’ Day, and many families like to share this day with their own families. There-
fore, Session decided that at the next communion service on Sunday 04 September, there will not be
a shared lunch after the service, but the usual cup of tea will be available.

Rugby World Cup 2011.

.‘ A meeting took place with a member of the Dunedin City Council to see what
l/,:'\ part First Church could play in hosting visitors to the city at the time of the Rugby
~J) ” World Cup. Many events are being planned within the city and beyond.

First Church will hold a Family Fun Day, with food stalls, competitions and children’s entertainment.
This will be held on Saturday 01 October from 11.00am — 1.30 pm.
A group meeting will be held with those interested in assisting with this event.

Of course, we hopefully will be running ‘tours of the church’ and opening the Heritage Centre at every
opportunity at this time. God Bleddan Rickard, Session Clerk

Jesus, joy of the heart’s desiring
work your transforming skills in and through us.
Make us humble without realising it and good without knowing it,
that your grace may speak through us but not of us
and others may come to seek the Source of the glory
which they have fleetingly glimpsed in our common being.

For your naAmens sake.

C H Brent (1862-1929

Singers wanted to lean music for service
First Church 10am Sunday August 28.

Please contact Graeme Kirk 454 5708

Southern Presbytery Annual Meeting

The second Annual Meeting of the Southern Presbytery will take place at Cromwell on the 12th and 13th
August 2011, commencing on Friday with a Communion service, meal and guest speaker: Carolyn Kitto.
Carolyn will speak to us again on Saturday at 2.30pm.

Business on Saturday will include the election of Moderator Designate for Southern Presbytery and reports
from the Regional Resource Groups — Southland, Mataura, Clutha, Central Otago, Dunedin North Otago,
and the Rapidly Developing Regions.

First Church will be represented by Foalima Lemalu, our Presbytery Elder, and Anne Thomson. The
Session Clerk, Nan Rickard, will also be attending. Others are welcome to come — register with the
Presbytery Clerk, Zona Pearce (presbytery@windsorchurch.co.nz), by 5 August.

A little boy was waiting for his mother to come out of the grocery store. As he waited, he was
approached by a man who asked, "Son, can you tell me where the Post Office is?"
The little boy replied, "Sure! Just go straight down this street a couple blocks and turn to your right."

The man thanked the boy kindly and said, "I'm the new pastor in town. I'd like for you to come to
church on Sunday. I'll show you how to get to Heaven."

The little boy replied with a chuckle.

"Awww!, come on. You don't even know the way to the Post Office.”
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FIRST CHURCH CRAFT GROUP - SOX FOR MONGOLIA

The Craft Group has been posting
socks to Prisoners in Mongolia for
some years now. Here we have some I
photos sent by Margaret Currie( in her }gl |
office in Mongolia) as she opens a ;

|| parcel of socks knitted by the First
Church Craft group with the support of
Phyllis Beagley and her knitters in
Halfway Bush..

Margaret writes “that the man in the
photo opposite (an ex prisoner) , is
covered in psoriasis and can’t get
work. It was his birthday and we gave
him what we could.”

400 pairs of sox have been sent since the appeal began in 2006-07.

APW Allocation of money Donations:- Deacons Court for Mah Jong room $700 ; Mission
Birthday Gift First Church $1078.50; APW/MWF Special Project $300; Turakina Maori Girl's Col-
lege $200 Fellowship of the Least Coin $112.90

APW AGM will be on Tuesday 16th August at 2pm in the McLean Room. The meeting will be
conducted by The Rev Anne Thomson

1 PRISON MINISTRBangkok- Kathryn McDaniel
g 'a | NBadzZ & 2F NBfSlIraSa gAlGK
& so many friends still incarcerated in Bangkok, but | try to plan trips to B3
| kok to include visits with those who are there, approx every 3 months. |
| are now scattered in three different institutions located close to each ot
i so | usually walk from one place to the next, much to the disappointme
| the ever present motorcycle taxis!
j The main Bangkok prison had family visits in-Match. | found out
® with only a couple of days to spare to get my requests submitted, but thf
# to efficient cooperation from three Embassies in Bangkok, | was able to
& one man from Africa, whom | have known for 20 year ( yes, he has beg}
& the Thai prison system for 20 years) one man from the Middle East, wh
e = have known for 14 years, and two men from Asia whom | have known f
B years. It was good to be able to treat them to good food and show the
they are not forgotten. | always come away from time like this with a felling of humblengkat a privilege to be
able to spend time with these brave men all doing their best to keep going under such adverse conditions.

Otago & Southland Organists Association
Celebrates its 150th Anniversary with a
Concert In Knox Presbyterian Church, George St
On Saturday, August 13 2011 at 2.30 pm
Involving the 2 organs with organists
David Burchell, Alan Edwards, Simon Mace and Peter Stockwell
Admittance by $5 programme available at the door
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COOK ISLANDS COMMUNITY NEWS

.Kia orana, Talofa Lava and Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Meitaki te Atua, | te au tuatau
rava rai, | te au tuatau rava rai, Meitaki te Atua. God is good! All the time, All the time, God is good.

| had the privilege of being interviewed by none other than our very own Mrs Tasi Lemalu on the oar (Otago
access radio) 105.4 FM. For as long as | have known Tasi, she has dedicated herself and time to the
station, interviewing people about the Education System. She wanted to know what it was like “for mature
students” like myself to study at such a late time in our lives and the motivation behind it. She also asked
questions such as the changes that are going to be happening in the education system e.g. the teaching of
Pacific Island languages in the school. Very interesting | thought. Thank you Maata Mama Tasi for the
opportunity.

""“ On July 8" Angel Joseph and Manu Matapo tied the knot at First Church of Otago. The
(V) church was full to the brim for a Friday wedding. The bridal party looked beautiful, all 22 of
them, and when Rev Tokerau Joseph walked down the aisle with his beautiful daughter, | don’t
think there was anyone in the church not wiping a tear or two. It was truly a moment to treasure
and remember. The reception was held at Taieri Bowling Club. There were plenty of room to fit
everyone, plenty of food and drinks, and plenty of entertainment. There were also lots of positive and
encouraging comments about the local band Southern Stringz from people not residing in Dunedin. The
baby of the married couple Ananiah was baptised on the Sunday 10" and again the church was packed.
There were lots of outsiders from Mangaia, Rarotonga, Australia, Christchurch, Invercargill, Napier, New
Plymouth and of course Auckland who travelled down for the wedding and baptism. Congratulations again to
you Angel and Manu.

The food bank was well received with the congregation coming out on Saturday 23 July to help out in any
way they can for the Minister and his family. We all know he is on study leave for 3 months. We also had our
first severe frost on that Saturday morning. - So far the family akaputu of $50 is coming along nicely and if

you haven’t already given yours, loaba and Ben are the guys to see about it.
(Hﬂ" o don 2", Teupoo Wichman 4", Elisaia Dean 5", Here Taana 6", Nga Dean 11", Enoka
“L“{-E{ﬁ-wm\ Taana 12", Rosanna Geekie 18", Matamaru Uriaro 26™. If | have missed any one, happy
PSS birthday to you.

Happy birthday to those celebrating your birthdays in August, Asia Taana and Takau Bry-

A friendly reminder to all the Cook Island Elders that your meeting is on Saturday 13" of August and
the Congregation meeting is the following day 14™ August after service. Please bring your reports for
the meeting.

NEW FLASH!!! Congratulations to Tupou Dean Harris and Sander Dean for winning the NZ Junior Boys
pairs at the National Darts Competition held in Masterton. Marianna Dean and partner got as far as the
finals but were beaten. However the whole three of them made it in to the NZ Junior & Youth Team 2011.
Well done to the three of you, we are all proud of you and of your achievements. No doubt you will be
getting out there and practising for next year.- That is our news for this month till September.

Go well and stay WaRrgards from Tere Taana.

HERITAGE CENTRE HAT DISPLAY

On display in the Heritage Centre is a collection of old hats
and interesting clothing accessories. Some are approximately
100 years old. There are walking sticks, furs beaded bags
and nic-nacs.

Winter hours 10.30am 1 2.30pm Gold coin donation appreciated .

Sincere thanks to all who have loaned their treasures for this display.
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