
 

FIRST CHURCH OF OTAGO   -  WHAT’S ON DURING   APRIL  

 

SENIOR MINISTER:     The Reverend Tokerau Joseph, phone 477 7792 cell 027  371 4733 
PART TIME ASSISTANT MINISTER:   The Reverend  Anne Thomson 477 7150  cell 027 467 5488 
PART TIME PASTORAL ASSISTANT MINISTER : The Rev John Sinclair (473 9950 or 027 436 9204) 
FIRST CHURCH BELL RINGERS - Practice 7.30pm Monday and Thursday nights;  

WEEKLY EVENTS 
Mondays    1.30pm Mah Jong - McLean Room   
Mon & Thurs   7.30pm Bells Practice 
Fridays   6pm Youth Group Burns Hall 

OASIS IN THE CITY – 
 MIDWEEK PRAYER AT FIRST CHURCH 

Tuesdays and Thursdays: 12.15-12.30   

 

SUNDAY APRIL 3 
10.00am - Presbyterian Support Sunday– Gillian Bremner, CEO  
of PSO will speak at all First Church Services 
10am DUTIES: Nineva Vaitupu ( 455 3375), Les and Maureen 
Green; Finance L Green 

TEA:COFFEE: Florence Wilson and Isobel Napper 
12noon   - Cook Islands PSO - The Reverend Anne Thomson 
  2.00pm  - Samoan Service PSO -  
 

SUNDAY APRIL 10 
 10.00am –Morning Worship - The Reverend  Tokerau Joseph 
10am DUTIES: Foalima Lemalu ( 453 4210) Toga Solofa, Gifford 
Brown, Loraine Denniston, La Faatoese Finance Nan Rickard 
TEA/COFFEE : Zena McKie and Isobel Napper 
12 noon Cook Islands   - The Reverend Tokerau Joseph 
  2.00pm - Samoan Service  - The Reverend Anne Thomson 
 
SUNDAY APRIL 17 
 10.00am -Morning Worship   The Reverend Tokerau  Joseph 
10am DUTIES: Brian Williscroft ( 453 1257  ) Noeleen Williscroft, 
Isobel Napper, Finance Joyce Dyer 
TEA/COFFEE: John Takacs and Isobel Napper 
12noon - Cook Islands `    The Reverend Tokerau  Joseph   
2.00pm - Samoan Service   The Reverend Tokerau  Joseph 

WHAT’S ON DURING  APRIL 
Thurs  7   9.30am Craft group meets 
TUES 12  4.30pm   Property Committee  
WED 13  6.00pm  SESSION 
Mon 18   4.30pm  Finance Committee  
WED 20     7.30pm DEACONS COURT  
Thurs 21  9.30am Craft group  meets 
 

 

OASIS IN THE CITY – 
 MIDWEEK PRAYER AT FIRST CHURCH 
Tuesdays and Thursdays: 12.15-12.30  -  

Time to pause in the middle of the day, to be 
still, to pray, to worship. 
 

For 15 minutes, we stop and wait on God,  
remembering God's presence with us through-
out the day, listening to God's word for us,  
responding in prayer. 
All are welcome, particularly those who 
work and live in the inner city. 

A BIG THANK YOU 

In my short time in the  

hospital after surgery, I was 

greatly touched by the many  

expressions of Christian love 

and support of the First 

Church of Otago congregation for me, 

through personal visits, phone calls to the 

hospital and to my home, email messages, get

-well cards and flowers. 
 

I take this opportunity to thank each and 

everyone of you for your generosity of heart 

and Christian love for which I acknowledge 

gratefully. My journey of recovery is  

encouraged  by your good wishes and prayers 

of support.— In Christ -  Foalima Lemalu 

Services in Holy Week and 

Easter 

On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
evening through Holy Week, at 7.00 pm,  
there will be a brief service held in the 
church, taking the events of the last  week 
of Jesus' life as a focus for our worship. 

 
EASTER HOLY WEEK SERVICES  

Tuesday  19 April 7.00pm  - The Reverend Ian Robertson 
Wednesday  20 April 7.00pm   - The Reverend T Joseph 
Maundy Thurs  21 April  7.00pm  - The Reverend  Brian Williscroft 
Friday   22  April GOOD FRIDAY   10am Service  
The Reverend Jenni Elmes 
 

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 24 
10.00am –Easter Communion -  Revs T Joseph and A Thomson 
10am duties Stan Catchpole ( 471 0633) , Ian and Margaret 
Mitchell, June Evans Finance Stan Catchpole 
TEA/COFFEE Loraine Denniston and June Hastie 
12 noon - Cook Islands ` -  The Reverend T Joseph 
        

Presbyterian Support Otago 
The PSO Foodbank has been particularly busy in the past month with extra demand from people from 
Christchurch coming down to Dunedin. Following an item in the newspaper, their stocks of canned food 
have been replenished. But they are very short of toiletries, shampoo, soap, toothpaste, tooth brushes, 
personal toiletries—and of cleaning products, including washing powder. If First Church people were 
able to give toiletries and cleaning products over the coming month, it would be very helpful. 

FIRST CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT 
“We are striving to become a truly multi-cultural community, providing a warm, creative and affirming home 
base, enabling us to reach out with the Good News to those working and living in the inner-city and beyond.” 

 
Message  from The Reverend  Tokerau Joseph 

FIRST CHURCH  OF OTAGO 

415 Moray Place, Dunedin 

NEWSLETTER    -  APRIL 2011 
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Once again, disasters caused by extreme forces of nature grab our  
attention. I still find it difficult to comprehend the reality of loss of life, homes 
and livelihood for so many people in Christchurch. It‘s even more mind-
boggling when I see the scale of it in Japan. The pictures of people risking 
danger to them selves to rescue others and the many involved in aid and 
volunteer clean-up work has been amazing. Moreover, the images of so 
many Japanese crammed in temporary shelters and queuing up for hours on 
end for food, water and fuel without complaining just blew me away. These 
scenes capture the collective effort of making the best out of a terrible situa-
tion. I guess we can become overawed by the power of  
nature, but we are just as impressed by the compassionate response of peo-

ple to the needs of others. 
 
I‘ve been deeply inspired by the generosity of so many people supporting those affected in 
Christchurch and Japan. Anne and I discussed that one of our immediate responses as a 
church and community of Dunedin we could pray. The frequency of our lunchtime services at 
the front of the St. Andrew‘s aisle increased to every week day and where boards were also set 
up for  
people to offer their thoughtful and prayerful support. These have been written in all kinds of  
languages and number about 500 so far. Another expression of solidarity with the victims of the 
disasters has been the development of a prayer garland. People have the opportunity to thread 
flowers together symbolising their prayers for hope and confidence. We now have three  
completed garlands and a forth is underway. I‘ve also been hugely encouraged by the 
initiatives of some of our own First Church folk in coordinating more practical help. I‘d like to 
acknowledge the efforts of Revs Jenni Elms and Ian Robertson for organising the blanket  
appeal and Russell Duff for arranging a concert as a fundraiser. In my mind these are all  
inspiring stuff. 
 
On Friday18

th
 March we had a brief memorial service in the St. Andrew‘s Aisle as a sign again 

of solidarity with the people of Christchurch. It was well attended and at the conclusion the  
televised memorial service held at Hagley Park in Christchurch was screened in our church.  
 
I want acknowledge two people for enabling the screening of the service to be possible. 
First, Mr. Dallas Collingwood from Harvey Norman for generously lending a magnificent 
television and sound system. Second, Mr. Kevin Moylan from Kustom Installation Sound 
Services for installing the appliances. We are truly grateful for their support and the positive 
feedback from many who attended the service is testament to their generous contribution.  
I hope we can have the opportunity to work with them again in the future to serve our commu-
nity here in Dunedin. 
 
I believe we all have the potential to show love and compassion to others. It‘s been said that 
sometimes it is in the worst of times that brings out the best in us. Life is full of different  
experiences; some good and some most testing. But, it‘s how we respond to those situations 
that can determine the life we will have. Some thought that looting was an opportunity to get 
ahead, although it only added to the loss of those who have already lost much. But, many more 
instead chose to help, comfort and stand alongside those who needed someone. We can be the 
best we can when we love one another as Jesus taught his disciples (Jn. 13:34). We can over-
come the hardships in life with this kind of love. The Apostle Paul said that: ―… in all these 
things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom. 8: 37-39). God Bless -Tokerau 



Dear First Church folk 
 

The past month has been shaped by events in Christchurch and Japan – but also by the beginning 
of Lent. Someone from Christchurch wrote on Ash Wednesday ―Some in Christchurch have given 
up more than they thought possible this Lent‖. Lent has traditionally been a time to examine one-
self, to look again at what is important in life, and how much excess baggage we carry, a time to 
renew patterns of prayer and discipline (in a sense that is closely related to ―discipleship‖). 
Christchurch parishes have been forced to look again at what it means to be the church, to be  
followers of Jesus Christ.  
Geoff King, minister of Knox Church which has been the backdrop for many TV news reports, 
wrote a week after the earthquake: 

Some have noted that we are now literally what we have always claimed and striven to be  
theologically:  truly open to the community around us, embodying the all-embracing love of God as  
revealed in Christ in the world. 

 
Martin Stewart, Moderator of Christchurch Presbytery, wrote of one parish in Christchurch: 

One of our small parishes is New Brighton Union. Many elderly, some in rest homes, have been relocated.  A  
number of members in places like Bexley have suffered significant damage to their homes.  They gathered on the 
beach on the first Sunday, and on the boulevard on the second (70 attending), with a number of people joining them 
that don’t usually attend church.  They have said: “We have to go back to the beginning and figure out what church 
is like without a building.” 

 

Geoff King described how helpful he found the reflections of members of an Anglican team who went to Samoa  
following the earthquake and tsunami there in 2009, and who shared in a trauma recovery workshop: 

Alongside their practical work, enabling people to re-connect and affirming their resilience in the face of this disaster, 
the team also articulated a theology which enabled people to come to terms with what they had experienced in life-
affirming ways.  The quake and tsunami were not interpreted as acts of divine retribution or judgment, but as forces 
of nature which have their own patterns, and which sometimes conflict with the patterns and needs of the human 
beings who inhabit the earth.  God was not seen as a supernatural ‗mover and shaker‘, but rather as an 
incarnational wounded healer (to borrow a term from Henri Nouwen) – thus reaffirming the Christ at the heart of 
Christian faith.... [For me], the only theology that works at the moment is incarnational – because all around me I see 
embodied the compassion Jesus lived among us. 

 

We have not suffered the devastation, the disruption, the dislocation of people in Christchurch. But the challenge is 
there for us too – in the ordinary events of day-to-day life, how do we embody the compassion Jesus lived among us, 
making the love of God real in the way we reach out to those around us? 
And the question is there for us too - What is church like without a building? 

May God bless you and bless others through you, wherever you are, Anne 
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MESSSAGE FROM THE REVEREND ANNE THOMSON 

L 

Liszt Bicentennial 2011 Charity Piano Recital 
Internationally acclaimed Hungarian Pianist 

ENDRE HEGEDUS 
 Tuesday, 29 March at 7.30pm,  

First Church of Otago 
Door sales only. Tickets $20.  
Concession with ID (seniors & students) $10.   
Donations also gratefully accepted.  
The Piano Recital is one of five in support of Christchurch earthquake victims, 
ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀŎŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ IǳƴƎŀǊƛŀƴ  ǇƛŀƴƛǎǘΣ 9ƴŘǊŜ IŜƎŜŘǼǎΣ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ 

an all Liszt programme on the 200th anniversary of the composer's birth.  

All proceeds are towards the Christchurch Earthquake Appeal. 
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LECTIONARY READINGS FOR APRIL 

During April, these are the readings that we will use in our services: the Revised Common Lectionary at the 10 am and 2 

pm service, and Te Tia at the 12 noon service. 

  Revised Common Lectionary    Te Tia 

April 3   1 Samuel 16:1-13     Philipi 2:1-4 

Lent 4   Psalm 23 

       Ephesians 5:8-14 

       John 9:1-41 

 

April 10   Ezekiel 37:1-14       Philipi 4:10-23 

Lent 5   Psalm 130 

   Romans 8:6-11 

    John 11:1-45 

 

April 17   Isaiah 50:4-9a     Mataio 26:57-68 

Palm Sunday/  Psalm 118:1-2,19-29 or  Psalm 31:9-16 

Passion Sunday  Philippians 2:5-11 

   Matthew 21:1-11 or Matthew 26:14 ï 27:66 

 

April 24   Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6   Mataio 28:1-15 

Easter Day  Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  

   Colossians 3:1-4 or  Acts 10:34-43 

   John 20:1-18 or Matthew 28:1-10 

NOTICES:- 
Centre for Theology and Public Issues Monday 4 April, 5.00 - 6.15 pm, in the Allen Hall Theatre  

A discussion of events unfolding in Egypt, Libya and elsewhere in the Middle East.  

What is really going on in that part of the world?  How significant is the drama we are witnessing?  

How might the situation there affect us? 

A panel discussion with three experts on the Middle East, based at Otago University: Professor David Fielding (Economics),  

Professor William Harris (Politics) and Ms Mai Tamimi (Geography).   

**************************************************************************************************** 

 

Bach ï Mass in B Minor - Saturday 16 April, 7.30 pm, Dunedin Town Hall  

City of Dunedin Choir with Southern Sinfonia, conducted by David Burchell. 

Soloists: Lois Johnston, Sarah Court, John Murray, Daniel O'Connor 

Tickets: Gallery: $35 (waged), $30 (unwaged); Stalls: $30 (waged), $25 (unwaged).  

Tickets can be purchased directly through Anne Thomson or through Ticketdirect. 

**************************************************************************************************** 

 

Sunday 3 April, 2.00 pm. - Southern Consort of Voices presents Lottiôs Crucifixus for 8 parts and Part's  

The Woman with the Alabaster Box  at St Josephôs Chapel, Tennyson Street. 

Tickets: $15 and $10    

**************************************************************************************************** 

 

The annual Royal National Mod is a festival of song, dance, and piping from the people of Scotland.  

 In 2010 the Mod was held for the first time in the county of Caithness, the far north of Scotland.   
 

A CD and a DVD is available to purchase.  All profits from the sale of these items will go to the Red Cross  

Appeal for those affected by the recent Christchurch earthquake. 
 

A variety of items are on each disk, including choral music in Gaelic and in English, dance and piping.   

The participation of local people is also a feature. For orders or further information, contact: 

Dr Bruce McMillan ph. (03) 489.1404 Email: elizabeth_and_brucem@hotmail.com 

**************************************************************************************************** 

 

Pergolesiôs ñStabat Materò in Concert Sunday 27th March 3.00 pm 
Knox Church, DunedinSoloists: Rae Shurbutt and Claire Barton 

with the women of Knox Church Choir, Otago Girls High School Choirand invitation orchestra 

conducted  by Karen Knudson. 

Admission by programme $10.00 adults and $5.00 children. 
 

 

 

mailto:elizabeth_and_brucem@hotmail.com
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Christchurch Earthquake 
Since the earthquake struck Christchurch many people have made a deliberate effort to offer special prayers 
for the people of that city. In worship and in private, in the St Andrew’s Aisle and in small groups the horror of 
the events and the ongoing struggles have been remembered. 
The Moderator of the Christchurch  Presbytery, The Rev Martin Stewart has  posted this letter 22 March   to 
concerned friends.:-  
Hi there 

It has been a while since my last missal – the days tend to blend into one another at the moment.  I had three nights away in 
Auckland and Wellington and enjoyed the simple things like, drinking tap water from the tap, sleeping without giving thought to 
escape routes, and hearing that there were issues other than earthquake related ones! 
It meant that I missed the Hagley Park memorial service (I have only just watched it since returning home).  I have appreciated 
the carefulness and thoughtfulness of the words offered by friends and colleagues – for instance, what God was in and not in.  It 
was good to see the appreciation for the help up and down the country, the Prince‘s words, the heart-felt songs, and the pastoral 
care of the families who were also protected from the television cameras.  Our Presbyterian representative was the big-hearted 
and very able Rev Lapana Faletolu – while he was only given a few words to say he did so with depth and compassion.  It was 
good that our denomination could be represented in the event.  It was good to shed a quiet tear. 
I have been a wholehearted supporter of the concept and timing of the memorial service.  It is time to move from lament to what 
is next before it becomes strange to be offering lament.  The next stage is, I suspect, something prolonged and for many a 
grind.  The novelty of the disruptive things has worn off – the shock has dissipated, the tasks before us continue to grow in their 
dimensions, the struggle to get around the city remains, the roads are warped and potted, the central city remains out of reach, 
many of our young people are in strange and distant schools (our Josh has to get two buses to get to Halswell and it takes an 
hour), and the threat of more damage rears its ugly head with every aftershock. 
In our church we have re-introduced the idea of developing rhythms for the long haul – simple patterns of Bible reading, reflection 
and prayer – in order for us all to be sustained.  Our church building is badly damaged this time – we have been meeting in our 
hall since the quake, but when I informed everyone the other day that we probably will not be back in the church for at least two 
years there was an audible groan – the disruption is going to be long-lasting this time. 
I have been thinking about resources for the grind. One resource is our reflexes – breathing, taking one step and following it with 
another, three square meals, Sabbath rest and the company of friends and family.  These simple but vital things help us trudge 
through the everyday grind.   
  
I was talking with a colleague this evening about some of the challenges we face.  We were observing that the first reflex of  
people who have had their churches damaged is to rebuild or restore what was there before.  There is a lot of that kind of talk in 
the city.  The reflex is to bring back what was – people look to the near past and what was good in their memory and they want it 
back.  These memories are a comfort – thus there will be stone and brick churches based on a certain transplanted style of 
church that will pop up again out of the rubble (and they will attract a certain clientele – like the ones who want to get married in 
a pretty church!).  
  
However my friend and I agreed that while looking backwards is an important mechanism for walking forwards that we need to 
learn to look back much further than the ideas and styles of our Presbyterian and other denominational forebears.  We have to 
rediscover what it means to be church rather than focus on what church buildings look like.  My friend and I agreed that we need 
to be reminded of Isaiah 51 and the call on the exiled, displaced, and vulnerable Israel to ―Look to the rock from which you were 
hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug.  Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you…‖  My friend put it 
in a nutshell: this an opportunity for us to pack up our tents and go where God leads.  
  
I am looking forward to what opportunities God has for us on this new terrain where our buildings have revealed their tiredness 
and the ground they are on along with the times we are in requires a new approach to being church.  The challenge of wooing 
people to think into new frameworks and possibilities mostly feels like a grind – people are tired.  But a door has been opened in 
this city‘s devastation invites the willing to have a peek at what might now be possible.  And while it is complicated and risky it is 
also kind of exciting.  Exciting enough to open the door a little wider and to step across the threshold. 

  Rev Martin Stewart, St Stephenõs Presbyterian Church Bryndwr Christchurch 021308519 

  
SPECIAL OFFERING  FOR THE CHURCHES OF CHRISTCHURCH 
For the next several months some Presbyterian and Uniting congregations in Christchurch will be unable to meet due to the 
ongoing affects of the earthquake, including families being relocated for a time, extensive damage to church buildings and to 

surrounding roads, workplaces closing due to damage, and ongoing disruption to power and water supplies.  

The Presbyterian Archives are posting a lot of material from Christchurch on their blog. This includes reflections from a number of Christchurch 

ministers, giving a feel for the challenges of  ministry in Christchurch, as well as some historical material about Christchurch churches that have 

been damaged. You can read the blog at http://preshist.wordpress.com/ A special offering is being collected to support and share ongoing and 

special costs our Christchurch churches may face in situations where their own offerings and other income, including income from the use of 

buildings, will be significantly depleted. 

HOW YOU CAN MAKE AN OFFERING 

Congregations and individuals can make an offering by direct bank credit to the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New 

Zealand, account number  02 0500 0086963 00  reference: CHQUAKE  

Mail your offering: Please post to  Financial Services, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand, PO Box 

9049, Wellington 6141.  Please enclose a note to let us know that your offering is for the Special Offering for Christchurch. 

If you would like a receipt please make sure you supply us with your details. For Individual donors, donations are tax de-

ductable provided you obtain a receipt. In the case of payment made by direct bank credit,  please email your details to 

Financial Services, katrina@presbyterian.org.nz 

Page 3 

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 In our previous newsletter I did not mention the Christchurch earthquake, and that was because I 
had written my contribution before I travelled to Nelson.   Of course no-one can be unaffected by 
the devastation and loss of life, nor can we be unaffected by the numerous accounts of courage, 
faith and hope.   Each of us in our own way, as well as supporting other agencies, is doing what 
we can to offer prayers and support.    Some people have said that they are ‗sick of hearing 
about earthquakes‘.  Can this be true?   Can you really turn away from such human tragedy as 
experienced in Christchurch and latterly Japan?  I don‘t know that I can.  We all need to be con-
stant in prayer and support for those who have lost everything -  to pray for courage and strength 
for those face an uncertain future.  
  
More people than ever have visited First Church over the past few weeks, many taking the oppor-

tunity to pray in the church and also to write a prayer and place it on the boards in the St. Andrew‘s aisle.  About 100 
people attended the viewing of the Memorial Service on Friday 18 March.  We are grateful to Harvey Norman who 
loaned the large television set, and to the technician who installed it so that we had perfect reception. Other First Church 
members assisted with parking and serving the complimentary tea and coffee. Thankyou to those who helped. 
  
Rev Tokerau Joseph and Rev Anne Thomson have been continuing 
daily prayer time on weekdays in the Church at 12.15 pm.  They have 
produced some very inspirational and meaningful leaflets for use at 

this time, including some well known passages of the bible:- 
 God is our refuge and strength 
a very present help in trouble 
Therefore we will not fear, 
Though the earth should change, 
though the mountains shake 
in the heart of the sea; 
thought its waters roar and foam, 
though the mountains tremble 
with its tumult, 
The Lord of hosts is with us, 
the God of Jacob is our refuge 
  Psalm 46:1-3,11      

NEWS FROM THE SESSION CLERK—Nan Rickard 

Property Committee Report  
We wish to thank the First Church Congregation for their fantastic support in rais-

ing $15,040 towards re-roofing the Link roof at Burns Hall. 

The money raised has now allowed us to instruct our Church Architect to notify the 

building contractor to proceed as soon as possible.   
Ian Mitchell , Convener of the Property Management Committee 

 

CAR BOOT SALE SATURDAY 7th MAY 
This year as a fundraising event we will be holding a Car Boot Sale, on 

 SATURDAY MAY 7TH  in the grounds of First Church,  commencing at 11.00 am. 

The idea is :-      

¶ If you are a member of First Church, then you will be expected to contribute all the 

money you take to the Church. You may have your own stuff to fill your boot, or you 

can fill it up with goods available from First Church. 

¶ If you are not a member of First Church then you can pay $15.00 to park in the grounds and keep your own 
proceeds. 

¶ A sausage sizzle will operate and hopefully some other food stalls. A cake stall will also be held in the hall. 

Possibly a pikelet stall as well   -   (the smell of freshly made pikelets is irresistible!!)   Morning tea will be  

available. 

The idea is that this will save us money in hiring of a marquee. We could make this a competition as to who can 

sell the most stuff. So get your thinking caps on and see what you can contribute to this day.      

 This is only an outline of what we could do, I am open to suggestions.    e.g.   Childrenõs entertainment etc.  
 Nan Rickard 

http://preshist.wordpress.com/
mailto:katrina@presbyterian.org.nz
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Kia Orana, Talofa lava, Taloha Ni, and greetings in the gracious name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Well people we are in to the 4

th
 month of 2011 and our Lord has been good to us. 

Our news from the Cook Island Community are as follows:- 
§ Kaitahi Dean celebrated her 21

st
 birthday this Saturday 26

th
 March 2011. A big  

congratulations to you Kaitahi on achieving this milestone. 
 
§ Teira Dean brother of Kaitahi celebrated the cutting of his hair at a Haircutting Cere-

mony also held on Saturday 26
th
 March 2011. We can now say you are a man! Nice one Teira. 

 
§ Taiarahi Dean, son of Jovarn Elone and Elisaia Dean also celebrates with the cutting of his hair 

during his Haircutting Ceremony also held on 26
th
 March 2011. These three children are the 

grandchildren of Mr & Mrs Tairahi & Mikara Dean. The occasion was held at the Green Island 
Civic Hall, attended by families from the Cook Islands, 

  Australia and outside of Dunedin. 
 
§ While attending the Cook Island Mini Music Festival in Auckland last February, we had the  

privilege of meeting the Cook Island Prime Minister Puna Henry, his wife and his secretary Eddie 
Pittman. They were greeted with an awesome warm traditional Cook Island welcoming.  He 
hopes he will have a chance to meet the Cook Island community when he visits Christchurch 
sometimes this month. 

 
§ Our hearts and prayers goes out to ALL those affected not only in the Christchurch earthquake, 

but also those in Japan for the earthquake and tsunami that they have had. 
 
§  Our sincere condolences also goes out to Maire, daughter of Nane Tairea and Tangi Rongo of 

Christchurch. Maire had been battling a stomach cancer. 
 
§ Our prayers also goes out to Mrs Mii Ave Tairea who had been in Dunedin Hospital for 8 weeks 

radiation treatment for thyroid cancer. Mrs Tairea returned to Invercargill last Monday and has 
been admitted to the hospital in Invercargill. She tells us that the hospital is the best place for 
her and that it will be a slow recovery. 

 
§ Congratulations to Mr Vaike Metuatai and Ronald Bridgman who recently graduated from Otago 

Polytechnic in March. Well done to you both. 
 
§ I attended my first Putokotoko meeting held in Mataura on March 5

th
. I actually enjoyed it, it was 

good to know that humour can make one feel at ease. Bring on the next one. 
 
§ Lastly congratulations to Tearoha Dean and Maree Patton, who will take up their wedding vows 

on April the 2
nd

 2011 at Glenfalloch Gardens. We wish them well as they start their new life as a 
married couple. 

Go well all. Delight thyself also in the Lord; and He shall give thee the desires of thine heart. Psalm 37:4 Regards Tere Taana 

COOK ISLANDS COMMUNITY NEWS 

Book Swap at Roslyn Presbyterian Church 
An invitation is extended to a meeting of the High Flyer Book Exchange.  

This is a free book swap - simply bring along books you have read to exchange 

them for books you would like to read. 

The book exchange meets on the third Thursday of the month from February 

to November at Chisholm Hall, Roslyn Presbyterian Church, 21 Highgate  

Roslyn.  Next meeting Thursday 21 April,  4-6pm.  

All welcome. For further information phone 474 1315 
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APW will meet on TUESDAY 19th APRIL  

at the home of Nan Rickard 28 Bellona Street 10 am  

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF TIME AND VENUE. 

Guest Speaker Sue Moore of Broadbay China  

If you are interested in attending this meeting please contact Nan 455 6099 or Dorothy 473 9950 so car 
pooling from First Church can be arranged. 

ALLOCATION OF MISSION BIRTHDAY and STAMP MONEY 

It was decided at the National Group meeting in November that for the next 2 years stamp money would be given to 
the training of a librarian in Vanuatu. Pamela Tankersley will oversee this allocation of $3000 per year through Global 
Mission.  Thank you to all who collected stamps this past year, with a boost to this fund through generous donations of 
proceeds of a stamp collection sale, we are able to commit to this most worthwhile project. Pamela will keep us posted 

on progress of this librarian‘s training. 

Funding of an assistant librarian at the Talua Ministry Training Centre 

On behalf of the Talua Staff Council, Rev Ken Williams wrote to Presbyterian women NA ( APW) to express their sin-
cere thanks for the generous financial support we provided to enable them to employ an Assistant Librarian. This sup-
port has made a significant difference to the quality of ministry support the library is able to offer. PS Sophia Silas, a 
graduate of Talua, has been appointed to the role and will work part time in the library with the other half of her time 
being involved in translation work with the Vanuatu bible Commentary Series. Thank you to everyone who contributed 
to the Stamp Funds and made this appointment possible 

Mission Birthday money has been allocated as follows:  Global Mission $10,000; Jagadhri Hospital India $1000; St 

Thomas’s School $1000; Student Soul $1000; Turakina Maori Girls $4,500. 

NEWS FROM FIRST CHURCH APW 

CRAFT GROUP 
Florence Wilson has received word from Margaret Currie to say the latest consignment of sox for  
Mongolian prisoners has arrived safely. To quote Margaret ―many cosy toes and grateful hearts ,  
sincere thanks to all knitters and senders.‖ 
Craft Group can supply wool, pattern and No 8 needles if anyone is interested in helping with this 
worthwhile mission outreach ( no heel shaping involved with the pattern). Joyce Dyer at 94 knits  
approximately  1 pair per week and a group from Halfway Bush knit s numerous pairs of sox on a  
regular basis,- a tremendous help in filling a bag. 35 pairs fill a bag and we manage 3 bags per year.-
That‘s  a lot of knitting and wool! Postage costs $100 each time. Craft Group sales from the Heritage 
Centre help fund the postage for this undertaking.  

Donations of wool are always appreciated and can be left at the office.  -  
Thank you to all who knit and  supply “goods‖ for the Craft Group to sell and raise funds for various First Church  
Appeals. 

Dawn Ibbotson. Alan Lion, Joyce Dyer and Stan Catchpole at a 

morning tea celebration for Alan Lionôs 90th birthday. 

Dr Dorothy 
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