
 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 5 
11am - Combined Communion - Revs T Joseph & A Thomson 
10am DUTIES:  Foalima Lemalu ( 453 4210), Toga Solofa,  Gifford  
Brown, Loraine Denniston,  La FaatoeseFinance: N Rickard 
COFFEE Loraine Denniston and June Hastie 

Columba College Carol Service 6pm Sunday 5th December 
 
SUNDAY  DECEMBER 12 
 10.00am - Morning Worship  - The Reverend Tokerau Joseph 
 12 noon– Sunday School Christmas Service 
 2.00pm - Samoan Service     -  The Reverend Anne Thomson 
 10.00am Brian Williscroft. Noeleen Williscroft , Isobel Napper, 
Finance: Joyce Dyer  

 COFFEE: Margaret and Ian Mitchell 
 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 19 
10.00am -  Morning Worship  - The Reverend Tokerau Joseph 
12 noon - Cook Islands Service - The Reverend Tokerau Joseph 
 2.00pm - Samoan Service  - The Reverend Tokerau Joseph 
 10.00am DUTIES: Stan Catchpole (471 0633),  Ian  Mitchell, 
Margaret Mitchell, June Evans. Finance: Stan Catchpole  

COFFEE: Joyce Dyer and Isobel Napper 

 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 26 
10.00am -  Morning Worship  - The Reverend  Anne Thomson 
12noon  - Cook Islands Service -  The Rev Robert Robati Mani 
10am Door Duties:Ian Robertson ( 454 4513) Jenni Elmes, Vicki 
Penny, , Julie Savage, Maara Williams Finance: Tony Stevely 

COFFEE Lily McDonald and June Evans 
 

 
FRIDAY December 31 - 11pm  

Watchnight Service  - Rev A Thomson 
 
 
 

 

FIRST CHURCH OF OTAGO   -  WHAT’S ON DURING   DECEMBER 

WHAT’S ON DURING DECEMBER 
WEDS  8th Dec   7.30pm SESSION 

Our Café Lunch on December 12th is at Bona-

parte's Restaurant at the Waterloo Hotel, Forbury 

Corner.   T  

 

SENIOR MINISTER:     The Reverend Tokerau Joseph, phone 477 7792 cell 027  371 4733 
PART TIME ASSISTANT MINISTER:   The Reverend  Anne Thomson 477 7150  cell 027 467 5488 
PART TIME PASTORAL ASSISTANT MINISTER : The Rev John Sinclair (473 9950 or 027 436 9204) 
FIRST CHURCH BELL RINGERS - Practice 7.30pm Thursday nights;  

WEEKLY EVENTS 
 

Mondays    1.30pm Mah Jong - McLean Room   
Thursdays   7.30pm Bells Practice 
 

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

CHRISTMAS EVE FRIDAY 24th  
5.30pm Carols for Kids  - Rev Anne Thomson  

11.30pm  Carol Service - Rev Tokerau Joseph 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY Saturday  25th  
  10.00am  - Rev Tokerau Joseph 

 

 
The Office will be closed from  
27th December and open again on Jan 17th 
The Rev Anne Thomson will 
be on leave from January 2 
until 10th Jan 
The RevTokerau Joseph will 
be on leave from January 10 
to 24 

 

CHRISTMAS STALL 

The combined APW and 

Friends of First Church  

Christmas Stall  

SUNDAY 5th DECEMBER 
 

 

QUARTERLY COMMUNION: SUNDAY 5 DECEMBER 

11.00am  Please note the time of the service! 

We will join together in worship and share the sacrament of Commun-

ion at the Lord's Table. 

Our fellowship will continue over a shared lunch in Burns Hall – please 

bring finger food to share together: tea and coffee will be available. 

Friday 3 December 4.30 pm –  

Saturday 4 December 3pm - 

 The first Annual Meeting of the Southern  

Presbytery will be held in Mornington Presbyterian 

Church, 16 Maryhill Terrace, Dunedin.  

The Annual Meeting will commence with a com-

munion service on Friday 3rd December at 4.30 pm.  

Following the evening meal, our guest speaker for 

the evening is Rev. Dr Alan Roxburgh.  

On Saturday there will be business, reports from 

Regional Resource Groups, licensing of a student 

graduating from KCML, and commissioning of 

Mary McIntyre, National President of Presbyterian 

Women. 

A short service of prayer and candle-lighting will 
be held at Knox Church next Wednesday  
1 December at 12.30pm as an act of solidarity 
in grief with all those who suffer as a result of 
the tragedy at the Pike River Mine. 

FIRST CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT 
“We are striving to become a truly multi-cultural community, providing a warm, creative and affirming home 
base, enabling us to reach out with the Good News to those working and living in the inner-city and beyond.” 

 
Message  from The Reverend  Tokerau Joseph 

FIRST CHURCH  OF OTAGO 

415 Moray Place, Dunedin 

NEWSLETTER    -   DECEMBER 2010 

Inside this issue 

 

CHRISTMAS 

APPEAL 

2010 
Please find enclosed 

envelopes for this 

year’s Christian 

World Service 

Christmas Appeal  
Better health is central to 

human happiness and well

-being. It also makes an 

important contribution to 

economic  progress, as 

healthy populations live 

longer, are more  

productive, and save more. 

Poverty creates ill-health 

because it forces people to 

live in environments that 

make them sick, without 

decent shelter, clean water 

or adequate sanitation  
For the past 65 Years 
Christian World Ser-
vice has conducted 
an appeal to  
compassionate New 
Zealanders each 
Christmas inviting 
them to share the 
care for the most 
needy in the world 
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I will remember 2010 as a year in which developing relationships with people here 

at First Church has been of great value. I could talk about significant events held 

here and what they mean for our reputation and standing in the wider Dunedin city, 

but the true highlight for me has been the growing appreciation of our members and 

the worth of our relationships together as a faith community. Although working 

across the diverse ethnic, cultural, gender and age lines is challenging and requires 

much effort, it is also hugely rewarding in terms of learning and finding meaningful 

ways of engaging with people. We can organise all kinds of programmes and events 

and pour our resources into maintenance projects, yet at the end of the day it is  

people who matter most. It is people and our relationships with one another that are 

our greatest asset that we are encouraged to continually resource and grow in light of 

the good news of our Lord Jesus Christ. I am learning to sincerely love the people that God has called me 

to serve alongside. I guess that is why I get a little emotional sometimes when I preach about the hope of 

our future together. Our future depends to a large degree, I believe, upon the way we show love and  

appreciation to those around us. God’s love for us and our love for one another is the hope for our future.  

 

Hope is the theme and spirit with which we now enter into the season of Advent. Hope is a vital part of 

our life as human beings and as a community. It is just as important to us as are food, water, air and sun-

shine. It is the positive outlook of what is to be; of what is yet to come. Without hope there is nothing 

positive to look forward to. Without hope we can give up on something better for ourselves. Yet, Advent 

is a time in which recalls its hope and expectancy in the comings Christ, past, present and future. This is 

the Christ through whom the world is loved and reconciled to God; even when the world did not  

recognise it. 

 

My hope is that we here at First Church of Otago get to know each other a lot better. My hope is that just 

as God loves and reconciles us to Godself, so too can we love and be reconciled with each other. Christ-

mas and the New Year are looming ever closer and they provide opportunities for us to celebrate such a 

hope. You may choose to celebrate with people who are familiar, close and significant to you and that is 

great. But I would like to encourage you to consider extending that goodwill and love to one or two  

people who may be on the fringes of your company; 

those whom you would might feel uncomfortable with 

and not readily consider inviting; those who would not 

immediately recognise your act of grace and  

compassion. I think that’s sharing the good news of  

Jesus; that’s how we grow as a church; that’s our  

future. 

 

One good news for our family has been the arrival of 

our first granddaughter Ananiah Hereiti Aerangi  

Joseph-Matapo. She arrived on Tuesday 9th November 

at 9:20pm at Queen Mary weighing in at nearly 10 and a 

half pounds. Our daughter Angel and her fiancé Manu 

are delighted parents and we are all happy for them. 

Thank you all for your kind words and generous gifts to Ananiah, Angel and Manu. 

 

Lastly, on behalf of Tangi and our family, I would also like to thank 

you for being great people to be with in community. Without men-

tioning names for fear of missing some, I am deeply indebted to you 

all for your prayers and constant support to our ministry together. 

Without you, none of the great work achieved this year would have 

been possible. So, wherever you go and whatever you do over the 

holiday break, please keep safe and continue to love and enjoy those 

around you. MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR. 



Dear First Church folk, 
A couple of weeks ago I was in Manna Books, the Christian bookshop in Moray 
Place, and overheard one of the staff members saying to another, “Do you think we 
should put up our Christmas display? I've noticed so many other shops with theirs 
up”. To which I responded (not that they were asking me) - “But it's still two weeks 
till Advent!” 
Have you started your Christmas preparations? Do you like to get well ahead,  
baking a cake, saving with the Christmas Club, writing Christmas cards, getting out 
the decorations,  buying presents well in advance?  
Perhaps you are like a friend of mine who announced a month ago (on Facebook) 
“feeling Christmassy - tree up, cakes in oven, cards ready to write. Never never 
never been this prepared before ...” In our household my family are more likely to 

be getting anxious as December disappears that we will never get a tree to put up. (But we do, usually with a 
week to go at least!) 
Along with the tree and the presents and the cake (and my mother gave me a very good Christmas pudding 
recipe that tastes like 'real' Christmas pud even when made on Christmas Day!), I know that there are other 
preparations I want to make, preparing myself to hear again the story of what God was doing at Christmas. 
That is a challenge every year, to find time, to make time – time to stop and wait and be still, time to wonder 
and ponder and reflect. A very busy person I know told me that they had  been 'prescribed' 10 minutes of 
doing absolutely nothing every day – 10 minutes not to read, not to talk, not to plan, but 10 minutes to stop 
and be still and attend to where they were, what they could see and hear and feel. That sounds like a good 
thing to do through Advent. 
The tragedy at the Pike River mine reminds us that for so many people Christmas brings the pain of loss and 
the absence of loved ones. As well as time to be still, perhaps we also need to take time to look around us 
for ways to bring the hope, peace,joy and love of the Advent season into the lives of others.  Simply being 
with them, acknowledging their hurt and taking time to listen or to sit in silence may be a good place to start.  
Throughout our preparations and our celebrations, may we know the presence of God-with-us. 
A merry Christmas to you all, and a happy New Year.—Anne 
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MESSSAGE FROM THE REVEREND ANNE THOMSON 

 
ADVENT – A TIME OF PREPARATION 

In the four weeks leading up to Christmas, as busyness increases and stress levels rise, 
take some time to be still, to remember the reason for the season, to watch and wait for 
God's coming among us. Here are some special opportunities to come aside and worship 
through the Advent season: 
Sunday 28 November 7 pm  Knox Church Advent Processional service: carols and readings 
Sunday 12 December 7pm  All Saints Church Ecumenical Carol Service 
   7 pm  Knox Church Blue Christmas for those who are hurting 
Sunday 19 December  7 pm  Knox Church Nine Lessons and Carols 
Tuesday and Thursday, 12.15-12.30pm  midweek worship at First Church 
Monday to Friday (from 6 December), 8.30-8.45 am  daily prayer at Knox Church  
 

CWS Christmas Appeal: Advent Sunday – Hope  

Advent marks the beginning of the 65th CWS Christmas Appeal with a focus on hope and peace. For the millions of 
people affected by HIV and AIDS, hope may seem a distant dream. HIV is the world’s leading infectious killer and is 
the top cause of death among women aged 15 to 44. With 95% of all HIV positive people living in poor and middle in-
come countries, HIV and AIDS has become a major development issue.   

In Uganda, the disease has had a devastating impact. One million people have 
died, life expectancy has been reduced by at least 10 years, and more than 
1.2 million children have been orphaned. It is a major cause of poverty. Family 
savings and income sources are wiped out as people have to care for the sick, 
pay for treatment and can no longer work due to illness. 

CWS helps fund the home care programme of the Church of Uganda.  Each 
year 60 new volunteers are trained and equipped for this important role as a 
life line for affected families. Carers through their weekly visits monitor health 
and wellbeing, providing first aid and information, and social contact.  
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LECTIONARY READINGS DECEMBER  

Revised Common Lectionary Te Tia (12 noon service) 

(December 5 Advent 2  Salamo 100 

 Is 11: 1-10 
Ps 72: 1-7,\18-19 
Rom 15:4-13 
Mt 3: 1-12 

December 12 Advent 3   Salamo 91 
 Is 35: 1-10 
Ps 146:5-10 or 
Lk 1: 47-55 
James 5:7-10 
Mt 11: 2-11 

December 19 Advent 4   Salamo 110 
 Is 7: 10-16 
Ps 80: 1-7, 
17-19 
Rom 1: 1-7 Mt 1: 18-25 

CHRISTMAS 
December 24Christmas Eve 

 Is 9: 2-7 Ps 96 
Titus 2:11-14 
Lk 2: 1-14,(15-20) 

December 25 
Christmas Dawn 
W Is 62: 6-12 Ps 97 Titus 3: 4-7 
Lk 2: (1-7),8-20 

December 25 Christmas Day 
Is 52: 7-10 Ps 98 
Heb 1: 1-4(5-12) 
Jn 1: 1-14 

December 26 Christmas 1  Salamo 72 
 Is 63: 7-9 Ps 148 
Heb 2:10-18 

 
SUNDAY SERVICES JANUARY 2011 

 
SUNDAY JANUARY 2 
10.00am - Morning Worship   - The Reverend T Joseph 
12 noon - Cook Islands   -   
 No Samoan Service 
10am DOOR DUTIES: Russell Duff  ( 476 3494) Selina 

Mulder and Sina Muliau  Finance: Russell Duff 

 
SUNDAY JANUARY 9 
10.00am  Morning Worship   - Rev Brian Williscroft 
12noon - Cook Islands Service  - Rev  T Joseph 
  2.00pm - Samoan Service - Rev  T Joseph 
10am Door Duties: Nineva Vaitupu (455 3375),  

Les and Maureen Green. Finance: Les Green 

 :  
 
SUNDAY JANUARY 16 
 10.00am - Morning Worship  - Rev A Thomson 
11.30am - Cook Islands Service - Elder 
  2.00pm - Samoan Service  -  Rev A Thomson 
10am Door  Duties: Foalima Lemalu ( 453 4210), Toga 

Solofa,  Gifford  Brown, Loraine Denniston,  La Faatoese 

Finance: Nan Rickard 

 
SUNDAY JANUARY 23 
10.00am -  Morning Worship  - Rev A Thomson 
11.30am - Cook Islands Service  - elder 
  2.00pm  - Samoan Service  -  elder 
10am Door  Duties: Brian Williscroft. Noeleen Williscroft , 

Isobel Napper, Finance: Joyce Dyer  

Tea/Coffee :  
 
SUNDAY JANUARY 30 
10.00am -  Morning Worship  - Rev  T Joseph 
11.30am - Cook Islands Service  - Rev A Thomson 
  2.00pm  - Samoan Service     Rev A Thomson 
10am Door  Duties: Stan Catchpole (471 0633),  Ian  

Mitchell, Margaret Mitchell, June Evans. 

Finance: Stan Catchpole  

 
 

LECTIONARY READINGS JANUARY 2011 

January 2 Christmas 2  
Jer 31:7-14 
Ps 147 
Eph 1: 3-14 
Jn 1: (1-9), 10-18 
 

EPIPHANY January 6  Epiphany 1 [see footnote] 

 Is 60: 1-6 
Ps 72:1-7, 10-14 
Eph 3: 1-12 Mt 2: 1-12 
 

January 9 Epiphany 1 (Baptism of Jesus)  

 Is 42: 1-9  
Ps 29 
Acts 10:34-43 
Mt 3: 13-17 

1 According to the Common Lectionary Revised Epiphany may be cele-
brated on the date shown or onthe first Sunday in January 

January 16Epiphany 2  
Is 49: 1-7  
Ps 40: 1-11 
1 Cor 1:1-9 
Jn 1: 29-42 
 

January 23Epiphany 3  
 Is 9: 1-4 
Ps 27:1, 4-9 
1 Cor 1:10-18 
Mt 4: 12-23 
 

January 30 Epiphany 4  
Micah 6:1-8 
Ps 15 
1 Cor 1:18-31 

MISSIONAL CHURCH SYMPOSIUM – Dr. Alan Roxburgh will 

unpack where and why the Western Church finds itself in the place 

it is in today and how we might influence a very resistant culture 

more effectively.   Alan is one of the leading authorities on this sub-

ject. He has written extensively, leads seminars, and serves as a 

consultant to churches desiring missional transformation 

Public Lectures ï Cameron Hall, Knox College 

Tuesday 30 November 7.00pm - ―Where we are as a church in the 

West and how do we get there?‖ 

Thursday 2 December 7.00pm - ―How are we addressing our loca-

tion, and what needs to happen?‖ 
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Knox and First Church Camp  - Tirohanga, Outram  

Friday 25th Sunday 27th February, 2011 
The Camp is open from 5pm on the Fridayðbring your own tea.  
HIGHLIGHTS 

 Friday 7pm "Learn to shake, rattle and blow"- musical instruments for all.  

 First Church Youth Group concert  

 Saturday am Getting to know each other .  

 "Living the faith" speakers and discussion  

 Saturday 12.30 Lunch with a taste of Pasifika  

 Saturday pm "Story time" - adding a twist or make up your own  

 Saturday 7pm Whiteboard Concert—bring your poems, stories and skits, music.....  

 Sunday 10.30am Worship Service  Pack up after lunch on Sunday  

THROUGHOUT THE WEEKEND  
Outdoor activities for children and young at heart  Board games, jigsaws, crafts.......  

Early morning outdoor services Quiet space  Weaving the weekend!  

Organising Team: First Church: Russell Duff, Ben Bates, Ron Muliau  

Knox Church: Margaret Garland, Jill Rutherford, Liz Miller.  

Outdoor activities: Dave Hanan  

All are welcomeðtime to get to know one another and have fun -   

Russell Duff (First Church Fellowship Convener) 

 

Wednesday 1 December, 7 pm –  
Valedictory Service for the Knox Centre for Ministry and Leadership will be held at Mosgiel Presbyterian Church.  

Graduating interns will receive their Diplomas of Ministry,  

among them Peter Temita, who was First Church youth worker in 2007. 

Costs (including meals):  

    Adult  Child  Unwaged/ Student  Family  

( Child (5-18) under 5 free)   

Full weekend    $50  $35   $35   $100 

Saturday day    $15  $10   $10 :  

Saturday day & evening  $20 $13   $13 

 Sunday    $10  $5   $5 

Cheques to be made out to First Church of Otago 

Name(s) of those attending: Full or day Adult/child Cost  Unwaged/student  

___________________________ ________ ____________________ ________  

___________________________ ________ ____________________ ________  

___________________________ ________ ____________________ ________  

___________________________ ________ ____________________ ________  

___________________________ ________ ____________________ ________  

___________________________ ________ ____________________ ________  

 

Amount payable _______________  

Phone Contact:_______________________ Email: ______________________________  

Please contact one of the organising team if you require transport.  

Special Food requirements:  

Emergency contact while at camp:  

Other questions or information:  

Please, if you can, bring baking for morning/afternoon tea/supper  
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Greetings  
At the Session Meeting on 10 November we congratulated Rev T Joseph on becoming a grandfather.    
( I don't think the smile has left his face since the birth of his first grandchild).     We also discussed forming 
in 2011 a 'Strategy Committee' who would look at what services we could hold for other organisations along 
with special services, to celebrate our position in the community.     We also need to plan for the Rugby 
World Cup when there will be thousands of visitors in Dunedin for three games around mid September 
2011.   What events can we hold to promote our Church and to offer hospitality to visitors?      If you have 
any ideas let us know about them.  The RWC will open up opportunities for fundraising. which we should 
take advantage of. 
  

Southern Presbytery have requested that as a Church we pray for those affected by the explosion at the 
Pike River coal mine. -For the families of those underground. -For those directly involved in the rescue -That 
God's people will follow the leading of God's spirit in offering comfort, care and support to those in need. -For 
things beyond human control e,g, for a reduction in gas levels, and good weather for the rescue operations 
to succeed. - For the media - that they will be compassionate and gentle in their quest for information 
-For the pastors and clergy of the community -for those struggling emotionally -for the work colleagues of 
those trapped who feel the loss of their 'brothers'. 
  

We are now entering the season of Advent, which leads up to Christmas Day.   By the time you read this, we 
will have lit our first advent candle, the candle of Hope. The origins of the Advent wreath are found in the folk 
practices of the pre-Christian Germanic peoples who, during the cold December darkness of Eastern Europe 
gathered wreaths of evergreen and lighted fires as signs of hope in a coming spring and renewed 
light.    Christians kept these popular traditions alive and used these symbols to celebrate their Advent hope 
in Christ,  the everlasting Light.    Traditionally the wreath is made of four candles in a circle of evergreens 
with a fifth candle in the middle. 
  

May you have the spirit of Christmas which is 
  HOPE 

The gladness of Christmas which is  
PEACE 

The Heart of Christmas which is  
LOVE 

and may the blessings of Christmas be yours, 
now and throughout the new year. 

  
  

 

News From First Church Association of Presbyterian Women  

 

More than 40 people assembled at First Church on Tuesday 16 November and were transported first of all to 
view the garden of Shirley and Don Parsons at St. Leonards.    Then we moved on to the Seafarers' Centre 
in Port Chalmers, where Shirley Farquhar gave an informative insight into how the Centre operates.      This 
was followed by a visit to St. Mary's Star of the Sea Catholic Church with its maritime theme.       Iona 
Church ladies hosted afternoon tea where we also had the opportunity to view the church, and for some a 
drive to the Lady Thorn Dell.       We donated $250.00 to the Iona Church for their restoration fund. 
  

These 'outings' would not be possible without the generosity of our reliable drivers.      APW extends sincere 
thanks to - Lex  
Campbell, Ian Farquhar, Sinclair Jones, John Sinclair, Russell Duff, Brian Williscroft, Anne Thomson, Ian 
Mitchell and Nan Rickard for giving their time to  transport  their passengers safely to and fro.    Your support 
in this direction is truly appreciated and helps to make these 'outings' enjoyable occasions.  
  

APW will be donating $1500.00 to the Burns Hall Foyer Roof replacement.    The Craft Group also plans to 
donate $1500.00. 
  

The combined APW and Friends of First Church Christmas Stall will take place in Burns Hall following the 
Communion Service on 5th December 2010.     Your support will be appreciated. 
  

NEWS FROM THE SESSION CLERK 
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NEWS FROM THE COOK ISLANDS COMMUNITY 

Kia orana, Talofa lava, taloha ni, and greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  
This is the last newsletter for this year 2010, bring on Xmas and the festivities that come with it. 
 
Congratulations to Angel Joseph and Manu Matapo on the safe arrival of your daughter 
Ananiah Hereiti  Aerangi Joseph Matapo. Congratulations also to Mr and Mrs Sitiveni and Selina 
Sau on the safe arrival of their son Burton Ngatae Sau. Both babies are doing very well. 
 
 

Youth Camp  
If you were wondering why there weren’t many youth last week at church, it was because 
they were at the youth camp at Berwick. They left last Friday 19th and returned Sunday 21st 
September. They were under the watchful eye of their co-ordinators Ron and Taramai  
Muliau. A good time was had by all but unfortunately they came back with a few surprises! Mozzie bites!! 
 
 

Cook Islands Women’s Felowship 
We had a delightful lunch to recognise the hard work of our first Cook Island  Women’s Fellowship  
President, Mrs Pepe Henry, who retired due to health reasons. The Women’s group was formed in 1992 
and few years later they travelled to Invercargill to take part in Pentecost services with the P.I.C  Church. 
Invercargill travelled up the following year and vice versa. The last visit to Invercargill by the group and  
congregation was in 15th May 2005, 13th May 2007, 11th May 2008 to partake in a Uapou fellowship service 
with the CICC church.  
 In 1999 the group travelled to Australia for a holiday and to meet up with families and 
friends. They were also involved with First Church 150

th
 Anniversary where the 

women’s group were involved in the kitchen. Other duties the Womens group took part 
under the guidance of Pepe were visiting those who were sick either in the hospital or 
their own homes. The group also fundraised in the Octagon, selling chop suey, rice and 
coleslaw. Pepe was also  involved in the Cook Island Netball group, and helping out in 
the annual First Church Fair. She is also the first Cook  Island woman to work in the Heritage Centre since it 
opened up. From all of us Mama Pepe, thank you so much for your hard work, for putting us in line, for  
being a very humbling woman with a humbling nature, for your wisdom and knowledge. 
 
Lunch 
On Sunday 28th Nov, the Ekalesia will have lunch for all our Cook Islands church members, families, 
friends, who are going overseas for holiday. And also for those who are going back home for good and also 
to live in Australia. We say farewell to Nana Metua and partner Nadia and their family who will be making a 
life for themselves in Melbourne Australia. They will leave us in December. Farewell also to the Areai family, 
Danny, Caroline and boys who will return to the Cook Island very soon. Thanks for all your help guys and 
we wish you well with Gods blessings for the future. 
 
 
Mama Orometua Mata Turu 
Lastly it is with great sadness that we announce the departing of a good woman, wife, mother,  grand-
mother, great grand mother, aunty, daughter, cousin, good friend,  Mama Orometua Mata Turu, dearly be-
loved wife of Reverend Timote Turu, Tokoroa. Mrs Turu passed away Tuesday 23rd November 2011.  
She is survived by her husband, daughter Tuaine, grand daughters Vaito, Rosalie, Timote, Adele, Roimata  
grandson Tururangi and great grandson Vaiura. The Turu family were part of First Church when they did 
their training at Knox College. We wish the families Gods blessings upon them to help them find the 
strength at this time of need and sorrow.  
 
The Lord is close to the broken hearted and saves those who are crushed in spirits Psalm 34:18   Te vaitata 
nei a Iehova ite aronga ngakau  paruparu ra, e te akaora nei aia ite aronga ngakau taitaia Salamo 34:18    

 
 
 

Safe Xmas everyone and have a prosperous 2011, Tere Taana 
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It is again, that time of the year.  The festive season is just around the corner and the hype is building with the 
arrangement of holidays, Christmas presents, and the drawing to an end of the year's final exams. Whilst eve-
ryone is looking forward to the celebration of the birth of the new born king. The Samoan congregation is no 
exception. The Samoan Sunday school programme ended this year with a bang.  As the children were in-
volved in a very enjoyable Christmas Party.  We are very pleased with the progress of the programme, having 
been launched at the beginning of the year.  The group has grown in both numbers and spirit and we are 
hopeful for the continuation of the program over the coming years.  The Christmas Party was again a massive 
hit with all that attended.  The children enjoyed a swim at Moana Pool and were very much entertained with a 
visit from a very jolly Santa Claus with a sack full of toys.   
 
The Samoan congregation will have its last service for the year on the 19th of December and will then be be-
ginning again in the New Year on the 9th of December.  This is to convenience the families whom will be going 
away for the New Year and visiting loved ones.   

 
We would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  We wish 
all those whom are travelling or staying in Dunedin, well and safe travels and that you 
all have a happy and rested holidays.   
 
May God be with each and all of you.  God Bless. 
 
—Toleafoa Fomai Vaitupu 

2011 Pure Epetoma  - Prayer Week for the Cook Islanders’ Community 
 

Preparing and dedicating one’s self for the year is the heart of what the Prayer Week celebration is all about. From the first Sunday 

of the New Year to the following, services for prayer and sharing words of encourage based upon scripture become the focus of the 

people. This is a tradition developed through the London Missionary Society (LMS) in the Cook Islands since the 1800s and is still 

maintained up to now. This time of year is also cyclone season in the Pacific and, therefore, the prayer week is a time for people to 

seek God’s protection and blessing from the extreme elements of nature. It is a period where village people would refrain from 

most work or noisy activity and instead dedicate themselves to each other and God in humble service and prayer. 
 

The other purpose is preparation for the rest of the year. The first week of the New Year is dedicated primarily to worship of God 

before applying themselves to other tasks throughout the rest of the year. This is based on the understanding of seeking first the 

kingdom of God so that God will add his blessing to the needs of the people. 
 

In 2011 Cook Islander communities from other churches have expressed an interest to participate. (Please feel free to join in as we 

will have our prayer week booklet translated into English as well. The 2011 Prayer Week is based upon the Lord’s Prayer                 

 Services are 12 noon Sundays and at 6pm Monday to Friday January in the Church 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF OTAGO 
415 Moray Place, Dunedin 

 

November 2010 Congregation Appeal for the  

Burns Hall Foyer Roof Replacement 
The Appeal so far has raised $1500 from Friends of First Church and  

from other donations the sum of $2825 has been received to date. 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 

The Income received to end of October 2010 being 4 months of the financial year is 

Envelopes  $15,273.60 ( Budget $17,332) :  Cash Offerings $2525.50 ( Budget $3332) 

Cook Islands $7500 ( Budget $10,000):   Samoan $1687.80  (Budget $1664) 

NEWS FROM THE SAMOAN  COMMUNITY 


