
WEEKLY EVENTS 
Mondays    1.30pm Mah Jong - McLean Room   
Tuesdays 12.15 ï 12.30 Quiet Space in Church  
Thursdays  12.15 ï 12.30 Quiet Space in Church  
Thursdays    7.30pm Bells Practice  

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 5 

Quarterly Communion  
will be celebrated at a combined service at 11 am  

A shared lunch will follow in Burns Hall  

DUTIES: Nineva Vaitupu ( 455 3375) Les and 
Maureen Green Finance: Les Green  
TEA/COFFEE Loraine Denniston and June Hastie  
 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 12 
 10.00am -Morning Worship    The Reverend  Tokerau Joseph 
10am DUTIES:  Foalima Lemalu (453 4210) Toga Solofa, Gifford 
Brown, Loraine Denniston, La Faatoese Finance Nan Rickard  
TEA/COFFEE:  Florence Wilson and Isobel Napper  
12noon - Cook Islands `    The Reverend  Tokerau Joseph   
2.00pm - Samoan Service -      Peter Temita 

 
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 19 
10.00am -Morning Worship    The Reverend  Tokerau Joseph 
10am DUTIES:  Brian Williscroft (453 1257) , Noeleen Williscroft, 
Isobel Napper, Finance: Joyce Dyer  
TEA/COFFEE:  Margaret and Ian Mitchell  
12noon - Cook Islands `    The Reverend  Tokerau Joseph 
 2.00pm - Samoan Service    The Reverend  Tokerau Joseph 

 
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 26 
10.00am -Morning Worship  -  The Reverend  Brian Williscroft 
10am DUTIES:  Stan Catchpole (471 0633),  Ian  Mitchell, 
Margaret Mitchell, June Evans. Finance:  Stan Catchpole   
TEA/COFFEE:  Isobel Napper and Zena McKie  
12noon - Cook Islands `  -  Enoka Taana 
 2.00pm - Samoan Service  -  Toleafoa Vaitupu 
 
 

WHATôS ON DURING  SEPTEMBER 
TUES  7 4.30pm   Property Committee  
Wed 8  7.30pm SESSION 

Friday  10 12.05 pm Organ Concert in Church 
Mon 13  4.00pm Finance Committee  
WED 15  7.30pm DEACONS COURT  

 

ELDERLY EXERCISE   WEDNESDAY  

( no class the first  Wednesday of each month)  

10.30am-11.30am   BURNS HALL 

 

FIRST CHURCH OF OTAGO   -  WHATôS ON DURING   SEPTEMBER 

 

SENIOR MINISTER:     The Reverend Tokerau Joseph, phone 477 7792 cell 027  371 4733  
PART TIME ASSISTANT MINISTER:   The Reverend  Anne Thomson 477 7150  cell 027 467 5488  
PART TIME PASTORAL ASSISTANT MINISTER :  The Rev John Sinclair (473 9950 or 027 436 9204)  
FIRST CHURCH BELL RINGERS - Practice 7.30pm Thursday nights; Contact Phone Bruce Wood ph 474 3464 W, 489 8628 

H,  cbwood@dcc.govt.nz 

KNOX FIRST CHURCH CAMP at TIROHANGA CAMP   

Knox Church and First Church are again combining for a camp from  

FRIDAY 25th to SUNDAY 27th FEBRUARY 2011  
We have booked the Tirohanga camp which is off Tirohanga Road, North Taieri. The camp is ad-

ministered by the Otago Presbyterian camp -sites Committee. It was founded in 1932 to provide a place for 

Christian teaching, fellowship and recreation. The camp has accommodation for 86 people. There are facilities 

for camping in the trees at the top of the property for overnight experiences PLEASE Put THIS DATE IN YOUR 

 
WATOTO CHILDRENõS CHOIR 

FRIDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 7 pm  

Dunedin Town Hall  

SATURDAY 18 SEPTEMBER  7 pm     

C3 Church, 22 Vogel Street  

 

NZ PRESBYTERIAN RESEARCH NETWORK  

LECTURE  The Feminisation of Mission? 
The Presbyterian Maori Mission 1907-1970 
This presentation explores the increased involvement 
of women in church affairs, how this impacted on the 
place of women within the Presbyterian Maori Mission/
Synod in the twentieth century.by Dr. Lachy Paterson 
Lachy is a lecturer in MǕori Studies at Te Tumu, University 

of Otago,   This current  research is being undertaken with 

the blessing of Te Ako Puako, and in conjunction with Te 

Whakapapa o te Whakapono: Linegaes of Faith, a University 

of Otago research group. Join Us at the: Knox Centre 

Seminar Room, Hewitson Wing, Knox College Ar-

den StreetThursday 9 September, 2010 5.30pm 

7.00pm  Refreshments at 5pm - Gold coin Donation 

 

ORGAN CONCERT  
To be held on  

Friday September 10 2010 12.05 pm 

in  First Church, Free Entry  
Several local organists will take part  

 
Promoted by the Otago & 
Southland  Organists  

Association. Celebrating 
National Organ Month 

FIRST CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT 
ñWe are striving to become a truly multi -cultural community, providing a warm, creative and affirming home 
base, enabling us to reach out with the Good News to those working and living in the inner -city and beyond.ò 

 
Message  from The Reverend  Tokerau Joseph  

FIRST CHURCH  OF OTAGO 

415 Moray Place, Dunedin 

NEWSLETTER    -  SEPTEMBER 2010 
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A couple of Sundays ago, in one of the lectionary readings, particularly 
from Luke 12:54-56, Jesus spoke about interpreting the times: ñWhen 
you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, óIt is going to 
rainô; and so it happens. And when you see the south wind blowing, you 
say, óThere will be scorching heatô; and it happenséYou know how to 
interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how 
to interpret the present time?ò These were words of judgement for people 
who were able to recognise the signs of nature, but who failed to  
recognise the signs of Jesus who had been working in their very midst. 
The point here is the meaning people associate with the events of their 
life and how they might respond to them. As a city, it seems to me that 
there are growing signs of our lack of significance or perhaps success in 

various spheres. Yes, we have a new state-of-the-art sports stadium being built, but many of our 
sports teams are languishing far behind other provinces. We donôt seem to be the leading force 
we once were in high-profile codes such as rugby, netball and soccer. We also seem to be over-
looked more and more as a major destination on the main flight routes of airline companies and 
there are further fears of losing neurosurgery services and the ownership of Port Chalmers to the 
Canterbury region. Iôm sure there would be increasing concerns if particular areas of Otago  
University were to be relocated elsewhere in the country. We have a binge drinking culture that 
is increasingly getting harder to handle and now the alarming issue of suicide is beginning to 
make us pay attention. Itôs obviously not all doom and gloom here in Dunedin and alarm bells 
shouldnôt be ringing just yet. But, how might we interpret some of the signs we are seeing  
already? What do we make of these seemingly depressing and declining situations in terms of 
our future as a city and province? These are not easy questions to answer and any response 
may be complex. However we may interpret these challenges events, I believe that any 
response is one that seeks a positive or better outcome; that looks for a spark of hope. 
 

Jesusô words encourage us to recognise and respond not only to the signs on the political,  
economic or social horizon, but the spiritual as well. Do we recognise the signs of what God is 
doing in our midst; even in the smallest of ways; even in the most desperate of situations? Or 
does our understanding of Godôs work, as a church, merely get confined to a procedural and 
financial or structural framework in church life? I think we too need to look for sparks of hope and 
inspiration in every area of our life together, but it requires a shift in our thinking. It requires us to 
take a hopeful and optimistic approach from seeing the glass half-empty to one that is half-full. 
We may look at the negative situations that arise around us and narrowly interpret them as 
Godôs judgement upon people. Or we can widen the scope and see them as opportunities to 
bring hope to people who seem to have none. We are encouraged to be motivated positively 
from a fear of losing to a desire for winning. As we consider our future as First Church of Otago, 
we need to do so with a sense of hope that God is still at work in us and through us to others. 
Although our membership has experienced decline for various reasons over the past decades, 
there are still people making decisions to forge new connections with First Church as well  
deciding to make it their spiritual home. Our mission is to recognise and be involved with what 
God is doing. God is at work in peopleôs lives; even in the most desperate of times, and we can 
be part of something that helps to bring about hope for them. I believe it eventually brings hope 
for us as a church because sharing good news with others means that we are also part of it. 
 

So recognise the signs of mission opportunities and be a bearer of hope in our city. 

 

FIRST 

CHURCH 

ANNUAL  

REPORT 

TIME 

AGAIN!!!!  

 

PLEASE get your 

reports for the  

annual report 

into the office  

 

The annual report 

covers the period 

to the end of 

JUNE 2010 so 

PLEASE do your 

reports as soon as 

possible 

PRESBYTERIAN SUPPORT FOOD BANK  This month there is a need for sugar  at the food bank, 

along with the ongoing demand for things to put in children's lunch boxes. Packets of biscuits 
are also very welcome. And fresh fruit and vegetables are a treat for food bank clients. Our 

contribution to the Food Bank is part of our weekly offering in the 10 am service . 

mailto:cbwood@dcc.govt.nz


Dear First Church folk 
 

It is always exciting to get to meet someone who has been a 'name' in your life for many 
years. Whether it's a real live All Black, or the Prime Minister, or the performer you've  
always loved listening to, to get to see them and hear them 'live', even to meet them, is 
memorable. 
 

I feel like that about Jim Wallis's visit to Dunedin on 28
th
 September. Since I was a student 

in the late 70s, he has been a 'name' to me ï one of the first of a generation of American 
evangelical Christians, writers and theologians who recognised (it felt like 'for the first time' 
but of course it wasn't) that the gospel of Jesus Christ has a lot to say about politics and 
economics, about social justice ï and that what it says usually turns the world as we know it 
upside down. Jim Wallis and Ronald Sider (who wrote Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger) 
convinced me that God is very concerned about issues of power and money, and is ñon the 

side ofò those who have little of either. Reading the Old Testament, particularly the psalms and the prophets,  
I learned to recognise that God takes a passionate interest in ñthe poor, the widow, the orphan and the alien in your 
midstò, those who had no power, no status, no voice, and often no justice. I learned that sin is structural, social and 
economic, as well as personal.  Alongside that, there was critique of the way the Church has often appeared to be on 
the side of the powerful and the wealthy, supporting the interests of 'the ruling classes'. 
 

All that was back in the 1970's, in the era of student unrest and the Vietnam war. Jim Wallis has continued to speak 
about such issues, and to live them out, particularly through the Sojourners Community and the magazine Sojourners 
which he founded. The mission of Sojourners continues to be ñto articulate the biblical call to social justice, inspiring 
hope and building a movement to transform individuals, communities, the church, and the world.ò 
 

So I will be excited to hear Jim Wallis in person, and to meet him, right here at First Church! But I also expect to find it a 
challenging afternoon, as I hear again the call to live according to God's priorities ï to do justice, to love mercy and to 
walk humbly with God. 
 

Will you join me on Tuesday 28
th
? I hope so. To register for the conference, go to www.otago.ac.nz/humanities/ctpi/

jimwallis for online registration, or ring 479 8450 
 
 

 Go Well - Anne 
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 There was no meeting of Session for the month of August, due to the number of apologies 
received. I think the time has come for us to be a bit more flexible with our meeting 
times. ("Change??   Who said anything about Change???'   We are Presbyterians you 
know!!!!) 
  

In the August newsletter it was mentioned that Lorraine Saunders, First Church's "Own Mis-
sionary", had passed away aged 101. Some long standing members of First Church had 
kept in touch with Lorraine throughout the years she has been living in Christchurch.  
 Following is an extract from one of her 1960's reports to First Church.:- 
ñNormally  by this time of year the weather is warming up but this year we are having the 
worst cold spell for about 38 years, Firing is very expensive and difficult to get and so the 
majority of people are finding this cold very hard.  The reason for this severe cold here is that we are very close to the 
Simia hills and there have been very heavy snow falls ï and one time it was 6 to 8 feet in different parts of Simia but 
there has been a lot more since then Such weather brings much 
hardship for so many and especially the poorer folk 

This week we had  a visit from Rev Graham Millerðhe was two 
and a half days in Kharar and his ministry here has been greatly 
appreciated. He is now in Ludhiana and will go on to Jagadhri 
this week.  
 

This is not meant to be a newsletter but just a note with my 
thanks to you for your letters and Christmas gifts form all my 
friends at First Churchðthe Christmas cake was most welcome. 
ò 
( The Prayer of Confession s also from a report from Lorraine Saunders) 

   Nan Rickard ,Session Clerk 

NEWS FROM THE SESSION CLERK 

 

MESSSAGE FROM THE REVEREND ANNE THOMSON 

Prayer of Confession -  
God of Mercy:    

Judge us with love and lift the burden of our distraction 

We confess that we are twisted by pride, 

We see ourselves pure when we are stained, 

and we see ourselves great when we are small. 

We have failed to love, forgotten to be just, 

have turned away from your truth 
and have ignored the needs of those who don't know you. 

Have Mercy, O God, and forgive our sin, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ your Son 

who you sent to save the lost. 
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Faith, Ethics and Public Life   

The Centre for Theology and Public Issues  at Otago University is de-
lighted to announce that Jim Wallis , founder and CEO of the Sojourners 
Community in Washington DC, will be in Dunedin on Tuesday 28 Septem-
ber. He will be keynote speaker at a conference on 'Faith, Ethics and Pub-
lic Life'  that afternoon, and deliver the Howard Paterson Memorial Lec-
ture  in Public Theology. The venue is First Church, Moray Place.  
 

Jim Wallis is a leading author, speaker and international commentator on faith and public life, and one of 
President Obama's advisers on religious and ethical issues. He has written ten books, the most well-known 
of which, 'God's Politics: Why the Right Gets It Wrong and the Left Doesn't Get It', helped change the US 
political landscape and was on the New York Times bestseller list for four months. He is in high demand 
internationally as a speaker, and this conference in Dunedin - his only speaking engagement on the South 
Island - will be a rare opportunity for us to hear him in person. 
 
Full information about this event can be found at www.otago.ac.nz/jimwallis, and tickets for the full 
 conference, priced at $20 ($15 students, beneficiaries & U-16s) can be booked online at this address.  
The price includes afternoon tea, coffee and home-style refreshments. May I encourage you to book early, 
as the event is being advertised across the South Island and we are expecting tickets to go quickly. 
 
The Howard Paterson Lecture, like all University Open Lectures, is open to all, but if space is tight, priority 
will be given to people booking for the whole conference. 
 
There is a special e-mail address for enquiries relating to this event: jimwallis.event@otago.ac.nz (phone 
enquiries: 03 479 8450). If you would like to attend this event but have no way of accessing the internet, 
please call this number or write to the Centre for Theology and Public Issues, University of Otago, PO Box 56, 
Dunedin 9054.  

 

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR SEPTEMBER  
During September, these are the readings that we will use 

in our services: the Revised Common Lectionary at the 10 

am and 2 pm service, and Te Tia at the 12 noon service. 

Revised Common Lectionary   

Te Tia (12 noon service) 

September 5  Jeremiah 18:1-11 

Pentecost 15  Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

   Philemon 1-21 

   Luke 14:25-33 

September 12  Jeremiah 4: 11-12, 22-28 

Pentecost 16  Psalm 14 

   1 Timothy 1:12-17 

   Luke 15: 1-10 

September 19  Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 

Pentecost 17  Psalm 79: 1-9 

   1 Timothy 2:1-7 

   Luke 16: 1-13 

September 26  Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 

Pentecost 18  Psalm 91: 1-6, 14-16 

   1 Tim 6:6-19 

   Luke 16: 19-31 

TWO OPPORTUNITIES TO EXPLORE 

MORE OF THE BIBLE  

 

Interpreting the New Testament 

Presenter:      Professor Paul Trebilco 

This course will look at how to interpret particular books of the 

New Testament: Mark's Gospel, Matthew's Gospel, 1 Corin-

thians and 1 Peter. Issues covered will include historical con-

text, literary structure and key themes for each book. 

Dates:  Wednesday evenings, 7.30-9.30 pm,  September 8, 15, 

22, 29 Venue: Seminar Room GW3, Student Learning Centre, 

Information Services Building, cnr Albany &Cumberland 

Streets. Fees: $20 single course For a Registration Form, con-

tact Summer School & Continuing Education 03 479 9181,  

 summer.school@otago.ac.nz. Registration forms also available 

in book rack in church foyer. 
 

A correct way of reading the bible?  What are the scholars 

saying and doing these days? Led by Rev. Dr Judith McKinlay.  

Dates: Monday evenings 7.30-9pm 20th September until 25th 

October Venue: Knox Church Gathering Area.   Contact Judith 

at jemck@xtra.co.nz or the Knox Church office, ph 477 0229.  

Volunteers are needed for the November Sycamore Tree Programme  
(1-16 November)  at Otago Corrections Facility, Milburn.  

People interested will need to be available during 8 afternoons, and live in the South Otago/Dunedin/ Oamaru areas.  
There is a small travel allowance from Prison Fellowship NZ. 
People who are interested in the programme should contact Janet Sim Elder (ph 476-1151). Ministry of Justice approval 
has to be completed in October for each community participant so it's important to move quickly on this. 
For more information about the programme and how it has been evaluated visit  www.pfnz.org.nz/ 

http://www.otago.ac.nz/humanities/ctpi/jimwallis
http://www.otago.ac.nz/humanities/ctpi/jimwallis
http://nationalmissionresource.blogspot.com/2010/07/faith-ethics-and-public-life.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/jimwallis
mailto:jimwallis.event@otago.ac.nz
mailto:summer.school@otago.ac.nz
mailto:jemck@xtra.co.nz
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CHRISTIAN WORLD SERVICE DISASTER RELIEF APPEALS  

Pakistan Floods The people of Pakistan urgently need outside assistance. ACT Alliance has an initial 3 month appeal 

for US$1.6 million but more will be needed. Please give generously. 
 

Floods since 21 July have destroyed homes and washed away livestock and food crops. People need food, clean drinking water, 

shelter and health assistance. CWS partners are already in the area providing initial relief. Some had to be rescued from their own 

flooded offices. Now they are distributing plastic sheeting for temporary shelter and food and have mobile health clinics in the area. 
  

ñWe are very grateful to the congregations and people of New Zealand for supporting our relief operations and for showing solidar-

ity during the previous emergencies such as the 2008 Earthquake, Last yearôs IDP Crisis and now the devastating national flooding. 

Please continue to support CWS-NZ appeals for Pakistan floods, so that we can provide life saving assistance and services. Bless-

ings and thanks for your prayers.ò Marvin Parvez, Church World Service Pakistan/Afghanistan, Islamabad, Pakistan 

Zhougu landslide, China  

The town of Zhouqu in Province Gansu in northwest China, has been hit by a devastating landslide. The death toll is 1254 with 490 

people still missing. Many thousands have been left homeless and with more rains forecast there are fears of more mudslides. ACT 

Alliance member, Amity Foundation, is distributing food, water, medical and sanitation supplies. TO MAKE A DONA-

TION: Donate by credit card: Phone 0800 74 73 72 or online at www.cws.org.nz 

 

YES, I want to help the people of Pakistan / China                                           08/10 

Enclosed is my cheque for Ä$15.50 Ä$30 Ä$80 Ä$150  ÄOther $_____  

Mrs/ Mr/ Miss/Ms_____________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________City __________________ 

Email ___________________________Parish ______________________ 

By credit card :  0800 74 73 72  or   www.cws.   

 Mastercard     Visa     Diners     Amex                 $____________ 

Christian World Service is a registered charitable entity under the Charities Act 2005  #CC22288  

Or send this form to: PO Box 22652 Christchurch 8142 

Saints for September  
 

For more than a thousand years the Christian Church ôcollectedó saints. Some were obvious so the Gospel writers 

were regarded as saints. Some were known only to a small localised group of faithful followers and they gained 

little support beyond that group even though the devoted were sure that their òsaintó was worthy of the honour. 

At the same time there was a recognition that people who followed òThe Way of Jesusó in their lifetime actually 

were worthy to be recognised, at least informally, as saints.  

Most of us know and recognise such people today and the cheerful hymn that begins with the words, òI sing a 
song of the saints of God ó spells this out. 

Many of the saints that have formal recognition do have however fairly slim accreditation. This is  

certainly true of the saints of September.  
 

Saint Mirren, whose festival falls on the 15th is best known for his association with the town that has taken his 

name and their local football (Soccer) club although he was reliably identified as the Prior of the monastery at 

Bangor. 
 

Saint Conval, whose death in 612 is remembered on the 28th September most probably worked in  

Ayrshire and Perthshire. His followers apparently believed that he rode a magic stone from Ulster to the River 

Clyde! This strange chariot landed not far from the place where a later great tyre factory was established so he 

may have the right to be the patron saint of Pneumatic tyres.  
 

St Ninian is  famed as the first Christian missionary to Scotland. His stay at Whithorn on the south 

coast of Scotland has led to the growth of belief that from this site he led a monastic and evangeli-

cal life spreading a  

Christian influence among the aggressive Picts. Since his ministry predates printed or written re-

cords it is impossible to verify all the claims made for him but he has certainly inspired a devotional 

following that spread through much of Scotland. His feast day is 16 September.  
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FIRST CHURCH APW 

Rev. Tokerau Joseph chaired the Annual General Meeting held on 17 August.     The election of officers and the annual 
report and the audited financial report, were received. 
  

The loss of Olive McFarlane, a well-loved, loyal and long time member was recorded with sadness-  remembering a 
gifted and talented lady who will be greatly missed within the First Church community. 
  

A donation of $150.00 was made to  Christian World Service for the Pakistan Floods Appeal. 
  

The recent Craft Display in the Heritage Centre raised over $400.00 through donations and was shared between the 
Craft Group, APW and the Heritage Centre. 
  

At each meeting APW donates the offering to the 'Fellowship of the Least Coin' a World-wide Ecumenical Movement of 
Prayer for Peace, Justice and Reconciliation which began more than 58 years ago and operates in more than 80 coun-
tries.     Through the giving of the 'least coin' thousands of dollars are raised for projects aiming the help women and 

children achieve a better life.   New Zealand contributed $9000 for 2010. 
  

Request for Afternoon Tea   Food  
 The Howard Paterson Memorial Lecture will take place at First Church on Tuesday 28 September.      
APW is catering for this major event.     Some 300 - 400 people are expected to attend so we are appealing 
for help in providing home-baked food, e.g. biscuits, slices, scones, muffins, loaves etc.    If you can assist 
in anyway please contact  Dorothy Sinclair 473 -9950  or Nan Rickard - 455 6099. 
  

Craft Group -  Knitted woollen goods have been sent to 'Operation Coverup'.  A parcel of knit-
ted items has also been sent to the South Auckland Health Foundation Baby Programme where 
a group of volunteers work to supply warm clothing and blankets for the needy babies of 'Kids 
First' and the Middlemore Hospital Community. 
  
Mongolia -  Margaret Currie reports that another bag of woolly sox have arrived.    Her comment 
"we treasure every sock".   She extends thanks to all knitters and senders.    The prisons are 
intensely cold and some of the prisoners are sentenced to 30 years interment.     One recent 
arrival had been shackled arms to ankles for ten months.    Margaret asked for his chains to 
come off and when removed he could no longer lift his arms and still holds them behind his 
back.    The socks we knit and send give a token of comfort. If you would like to help by knitting these sox, -   
Craft Group can provide wool, needles and pattern.  

Hospital Chaplaincy Week  

Recent Television Programmes have revealed something of the work of Ambulance services 

and the rescue helicopters but what they haven't shown is what comes after the patient is 

admitted to the hospital.  

Many of us have visited the Intensive Care wards to sit with injured family members or  

support close relatives but who is it that supports the care givers? In many cases this is the 

hospital chaplain. Our local chaplains and their assistants visit the wards of our hospitals on a daily basis and 

although they are occasionally asked not to visit a particular patient they are available to every patient, every 

staff member and every visitor.  

The work is fragmented - often patients are in hospital for such a short time that enduring pastoral links can 

not be established they are frequently demanding emotionally and they do not fit neatly into an eight hour day.  

But the visibility of the chaplains to the staff and the confidence that is built up between staff members and 

the chaplains means that in times of crisis the chaplains are called to support both patients and staff.  

From the 19th to the 26th September the Annual National Hospital Chaplaincy Appeal will seek the support of 

the generous people of the community to maintain the chaplaincy of our hospitals.  

Over the past year Chaplains and their assistants in New Zealand Hospitals  

made 352,661 visits to patients, staff and families: provided 78,160 individual acts of worship; provided 3.135 

worship services and 972 special worship services: attended. 5,124 call -outs to patients with serious   

conditions: were present offering support at the deaths of 2,053 patients: provided 4,736 room blessings  

conducted 451 funerals for patients with no Church affiliation.  
 

The Government pays a proportion of the cost of chaplains - a bit less than half - and the rest has to be found 

from the Churches and the people of the community. Can you help?  

(A ministry of 9 partner churches Anglican Å ACTS Churches New Zealand Å Baptist Å Catholic Å Christian Churches New 

Zealand Å Congregational Å Methodist Å Presbyterian  Å Salvation Army in New Zealand Public Hospitals) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:SaintNinian.jpg
http://www.anglican.org.nz
http://www.apostolic.org.nz
http://www.baptist.org.nz
http://www.catholic.org.nz
http://www.churchesofchrist.org.nz
http://www.churchesofchrist.org.nz
http://www.churchesofchrist.org.nz
http://www.methodist.org.nz
http://www.presbyterian.org.nz
http://www.salvationarmy.co.nz
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CAFE LUNCH AT LOGIES  SUNDAY 22nd AUGUST  

Friends of First Church ï Annual Meeting ï Thursday 12 August, 2 pm ï Burns Hall  

The Annual Meeting of the Society of the Friends of First Church was held on the 12th August and the  
Committee was re-elected. 
Notable in the afternoon was a presentation to Mrs Dawn Ibbotson of a bouquet of flowers as she relin-
quished membership of the Committee after more than 40 years service. 
The guest speaker for the meeting was Mr. Donald Cochrane from the Presbyterian Archive who pre-
sented a programme on the life of Lorraine Sounder, a long time missionary to the Punjab. Illustrated by 
many of her own photographs which are now secure in the Archives it followed her career from preparation 
in New Zealand and Australia to service on the Indian continent. 
Donald was thanked appropriately and presented with a small gift before sharing with members the afternoon tea. 

 

Above Loraine Denniston and Hilary Trubuhovich;     Selina Mulder 
 

Below  Rhoda and  Fred Bridger ;       Mrs Betty Smith 
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COOK ISLANDS COMMUNITY NEWS  

Turou! Turou! Oro mai! Oro mai! ei runga tatou i te taua First Church, ie koko...Kia Orana, talofa lava,  
Taloha ni,ang greeting in the gracious name of our lord Jesus Christ..... 
  

There was no Cook Island Elders and Congregation meeting in August due to there being nothing to discuss, 
and also the community have been very busy. The next elders meeting will be on the 4th of September and the 
Cook Island congregation meeting will be held on the 11th September. 
  

The Cook Island members will not be attending the Putokotoko workshop which will be held in Invercargill. But 
a reminder to all about the annual Putokotoko camp which is held at Labour weekend. Please forward your names if 
you are attending to Ben Bates. The theme will be "Lord, Teach us to pray" Luke Chapter  
  

The Youth will be taking the services at 10am and 12pm on August 29th.  
  

The Southern Strings band had a wee social at the Calton Hill Community Hall on August 21st to raise funds 
to purchase band equipment. A good time was had by all who attended. 

  
BIRTHDAYS FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST & SEPT . Asia Taana 2nd August, 
17 years. Teupoo Wichman 4th August 22 years. Elisaia Dean, 5th August, the 
late Here Taana 6th August, would have been 22years. We the family was invited 
to join the youth group at church where they had a birthday tea to remember 
Heres birthday. Thank you to the Youth for such 
a wonderful thought. Enoka Taana 12th August, 
54 years. Papa Mata Taurarii 13th August, 60 

years and his birthday was celebrated at the Lone Star. Awsome night and  
awsome food. Matamaru Uriaro 26th August, 70 years, her daughter Nooroa 
Uriaro and Nooroas son Douglas all share the same birthdate 26th August. Papa 
Mareko Johnson will have a surprise 80th birthday on the 4th Sept and finally 
Paul Joseph who will turn 7 years old on September the 5th. Happy birthday to 
those who are celebrating or have celebrated their birthdays during August and September. 
  
There will only be one service (communion) on the 5th of September at 11am .ð  
Please bring along a shared lunch.  
  
The Cook Island Womens Fellowship will be treating the Fathers to a fathers day meal at Burns Hall cooked 
by Barbeque Bill @ 5pm. Could all the women please meet at the hall at 4pm. 
  
Finally, myself and Enoka would like to thank the Reverends Tokerau Joseph and Anne Thompson , and 
everyone for being there with us on August the 7th  to unveil the headstone of our beloved and cherished 
daughter Mama Here Francis Taana. Even though it was pouring down with rain, you put that aside and came along 
to be with us. We will never forget that day.  We would also like to thank all the families that travelled from afar, to 
be here with us and the families. Thank you ranuinui to our First Church and PIC church families for your support in 
the way of food and so on. And also to the Southern Strings Band for providing us with music during the reception. 
Thank you korereka to Mama Miro and the young people who did such a magnificent job in and out of the kitchen 
and making sure we had plenty to eat and enjoy. We couldnôt have done it without you guys. Thank you so much. 

Finally, thank you to our MC Ioaba Dean who organised the overall event. May God bless you and all of us richly with 

his blessings. Regards Tere Taana 

General Assembly 2010 will be held from 11am Thursday 30 September to 5pm Sunday 3 October , at St Andrew's 
College, Christchurch. 

The Moderator of GA10 will be the Rev Peter Cheyne, of Calvin Community Presbyterian Church in Gore. His theme is 
"making disciple-making disciples". 
General Assembly is the top governing body of the Church and it meets every two years. The main functions of General 
Assembly are: 
Legislative - making the regulations that give order to the life of the Church  
Administrative - exercising general oversight of the Church. Assembly is the major policy-making body of the Church. In 
an ongoing way it establishes the basic beliefs, overall strategies and direction for the whole Church  
Judicial - deciding appeals and complaints. In recent years the Assembly has delegated its judicial function to Judicial 
Commissions. Reports from Commissions may be lodged with Assembly, but Assembly does not debate them.  
Each parish is entitled to one commissioner to Assembly. Commissioners include ministers, elders and youth leaders. 
Rev. Tokerau Joseph will be the commissioner from First Church at the 2010 General Assembly. Lay leaders 
and children also attend the gathering.  


