
WEEKLY EVENTS 
Mondays    1.30pm Mah Jong - McLean Room   
Tuesdays 12.15– 12.30 Quiet Space in Church 
Thursdays  12.15– 12.30 Quiet Space in Church 
Thursdays   7.30pm Bells Practice 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 3 
10.00am –World Communion  The Reverend  Anne Thomson 
DUTIES: Ian Robertson ( 454 4513) Jenni Elmes, Vicki Penny, 
Julie Savage, Maara Williams.  
TEA/COFFEE Maureen and Les Green 
12noon - Cook Islands `    The Reverend  V Metuatai 
2.00pm - Samoan Service -       
 
 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 10 
 10.00am -Morning Worship    The Reverend  Tokerau Joseph 
10am DUTIES: Russell Duff ( 476 3494) Selina Mulder and Sina 
Muliau Finance Russell Duff 
TEA/COFFEE: Valda Proctor and Stan Catchpole 
12noon - Cook Islands `    The Reverend  Anne Thomson 
 2.00pm - WHITE SUNDAY  
 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 17 
10.00am -Morning Worship    The Reverend  Tokerau Joseph 
10am DUTIES: Nineva Vaitupu ( 455 3375) Les and Maureen 
Green Finance: Les Green 
TEA/COFFEE: Isobel Napper and Betty Smith 
12noon - Cook Islands `    The Reverend  Tokerau Joseph 
 2.00pm - Samoan Service    The Reverend  Anne Thomson 

5pm First Church AGM in BURNS HALL 
 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 24 
10.00am -Morning Worship  The Reverend Anne Thomson 
10am DUTIES: Foalima Lemalu (453 4210) Toga Solofa, Gifford 
Brown, Loraine Denniston, La Faatoese Finance Nan Rickard-
TEA/COFFEE: Lily McDonald and June Evans 
12noon - Cook Islands `  -  Maara Williams 
 2.00pm - Samoan Service  -  Nineva Vaitupu 
 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 31 
10.00am -Morning Worship  Youth Sunday 
10am DUTIES: Brian Williscroft (453 1257) , Noeleen Williscroft, 
Isobel Napper, Finance: Joyce Dyer 
TEA/COFFEE: Shirley and Gifford Brown 
12noon - Cook Islands `  -  Youth Sunday 
 2.00pm - Samoan Service      Youth Sunday 
 

WHAT’S ON DURING  OCTOBER 
TUES  12 4.30pm   Property Committee  
Wed 13  7.30pm SESSION 
Mon 18  4.00pm Finance Committee  
WED 20  7.30pm DEACONS COURT  
Sunday    12 noon Cafe lunch  

 

ELDERLY EXERCISE   WEDNESDAY  

( no class the first  Wednesday of each month)  

10.30am-11.30am   BURNS HALL 

 

FIRST CHURCH OF OTAGO   -  WHAT’S ON DURING   OCTOBER 

 

SENIOR MINISTER:     The Reverend Tokerau Joseph, phone 477 7792 cell 027  371 4733 
PART TIME ASSISTANT MINISTER:   The Reverend  Anne Thomson 477 7150  cell 027 467 5488 
PART TIME PASTORAL ASSISTANT MINISTER : The Rev John Sinclair (473 9950 or 027 436 9204) 
FIRST CHURCH BELL RINGERS - Practice 7.30pm Thursday nights; Contact Phone Bruce Wood ph 474 3464 W, 489 8628 

H,  cbwood@dcc.govt.nz 

LECTIONARY READINGS  
During October , these are the readings that we will 

use in our services: the Revised Common Lectionary 

at the 10 am and 2 pm service, and Te Tia at the 12 

noon service. Revised Common Lectionary  

Te Tia (12 noon service 

 
Waikouaiti Presbyterian Church  

GARDEN DAY 
SATURDAY OCTOBER 9 11am to 4.30pm  

Gardens open also an opportunity to view spin-
ners and weavers at work Plant, cake and craft 
stalls and free Devonshire tea  
Tickets $10 at  First Church Office 

October 3 Pentecost 19 

Jeremiah 31: 27-34 

Psalm 37 1-9: 97-104 

Timothy1:1-14 

Luke 17: 5-10 

 

October 10 Pentecost 20 

Jeremiah 29: 1, 4-7 

Psalm 66: 1-12 

Timothy2:8-15 

Luke 17: 1-19 

 

October 17 Pentecost 21 

Jeremiah 31: 27-34 

Psalm 119: 97-104 

Timothy3:14-4:5 

Luke 18: 1-8 

  

October 24, Pentecost 22 

Joel 2: 23-32 

Psalm 65 

2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 16 -18 

Luke 18: 9-14 

  

October 31, Pentecost 23 

Habbakuk1: 1-4, 2: 1-4 

Psalm 119: 137-144 

2 Thessalonians 1: 1-4, 11-12 

Luke 19: 1-10 

 

RED CROSS CONCERT  

Kings and Queens High School Performing 

Arts Centre, Bay View Road Dunedin  

SUNDAY 10th OCTOBER at 2pm  

An Oasis in the City: First Church of Otago  

 Midweek services on Tuesday and 
Thursday, 12.15 - 12.30  

A quiet meditative time of prayer held 

in the St Andrews aisle.  
Do come and join us,  
 and tell others about  

FIRST CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT 
ñWe are striving to become a truly multi -cultural community, providing a warm, creative and affirming home 
base, enabling us to reach out with the Good News to those working and living in the inner -city and beyond.ò 

 
Message  from The Reverend  Tokerau Joseph 

FIRST CHURCH  OF OTAGO 

415 Moray Place, Dunedin 
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The effects of the forces of nature have certainly been at the fore-
front of news lately. First, we were all rocked to some extent from 
the events of the earthquake in Canterbury a few weeks back. 
The aftershocks still continue to create a sense of unease for folk 
trying to regain some normalcy there. It’s been fantastic seeing 
the support shown from around the country in an effort to help 
Cantabrians rebuild their homes and lives. Then there has been 
the severe cold snap this month. Its effect has been felt nation-
wide, but nowhere more so than down in Southland. At a time of 
the year where new growth and life is expected, the results  
instead have yielded the death of thousands of lambs around the 
region and damages to significant buildings in Invercargill. The financial and  
psychological impact on farmers and their families has been immense. In terms of the 
development for sporting excellence in the area, the demolition of Stadium Southland 
has been a huge blow to the training programme of its rising stars. Yet, we’ve seen how 
determined and resilient people can be even in the most testing of times. 
 

In some ways, the hard knocks of life can “harden up” folk. When the will to live and 
flourish takes hold of people, they can push through barriers they never thought was 
possible. They make a way when, previously, there was no other way. There’s saying, 
“When the going gets tough, the tough get going.” From what I’ve seen of rugby’s ITM 
Cup competition people of Canterbury and Southland are tough. On the field they’ve 
shown a desire and will to win. In their respective cities they will eventually make a way 
forward and rise above their present challenges. 
 

We in Dunedin have been relatively free from natural disasters. However, it wasn’t that 
long ago that we had severe flooding in the Taieri and the Abbotsford land slip. We 
haven’t experienced something recently to the same degree as Canterbury and  
Southland, but it doesn’t mean we should be unconcerned. I don’t mean being fearful; 
rather we should have the concern or determination to rise above our challenges and 
be successful. We don’t have to experience a disaster before deciding to rebuild our 
lives and future. 
 

As a church, we can be proactive rather than reactive. We can make things happen  
instead of responding after something has happened to us. Before external pressures 
like finances or legislation may have a greater impact upon us and our Christian  
mission, we can begin exploring ways to take what we already have and do to a new 
level. It’s about how we can do our mission more effectively. It not only requires faith 
instead of fear, but also determination and a sense of toughness to make a way for-
ward; to make things happen. We need to apply this to every area of our church life. My 
hope is that we will see renewal and revitalisation in Christian education, youth ministry,  
pastoral care, worship and community outreach. I also hope for the reaffirmation and 
strengthening of relations between individuals and groups so that by standing stronger 
together, it can bring us to a stronger standing in our wider community. 
 

We may not know what might hit us and when, but we can at least have a contingency 
plan. But our plan is not for a disaster, but to live and flourish in the face of challenges. 
May faith, not fear, toughen us up to build a new future together. 

 

FIRST 

CHURCH 

ANNUAL  

MEETING  
 

FIRST CHURCH  

ANNUAL  

GENERAL  

MEETING -   

 SUNDAY 17TH 

OCTOBER  

AT 5.00 PM.  

  

Tea and coffee will 

be served from 

4.30 pm. 

 

A good attendance 

would be  

appreciated.  

  

Nan Rickard  

Session Clerk.  

  

mailto:cbwood@dcc.govt.nz
http://www.redcross.org.nz/
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 Greetings in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Session had its regular meeting on Wednesday 8th September, with a small  
attendance and even fewer apologies. To all elders,  If you are unable to attend the 
Session Meeting I would be pleased to present your apology to the meeting.   
You can also leave an apology at the First Church Office to be passed on to the 
Session Meeting.    
  
Rev. T Joseph will be representing First Church of Otago at General Assembly that 
will take place in Christchurch from 11.00 am 30th September to 5.00 pm on 3rd  
October. We look forward to his report in due course. 

 
Session approved the baptism of Emanuela Avion Parore Taana on 12 September. Session also approved 
the transfer and welcome of Mr Tanga and Mrs Rina Tiatoa to First Church.  

  
Russell Duff reported that arrangements for the combined Church camp with Knox are 
progressing well.  This will be held over the weekend of 25th February -27th  February 
2011.   Plan to go even for a short time.   The Camp will be held at Tirohanga, North 
Taieri.    Some of us well remember Bible Class Camps at Tirohanga in days gone by.    
I suspect that this one will be much more sedate.     
-And if you are worrying about  sleeping on straw palliasses, don't, the premises 
have been modernised and updated since the l950's!!!!!     
   

 Nan Rickard ,Session Clerk 

NEWS FROM THE SESSION CLERK 

 

FIRST CHURCH APW 

 
APW OCTOBER MEETING Tuesday 19th October at 2pm  

in the McLean Room  
Guest Speaker Howard Adams ñFollowing St Paul and othersò -  high-

lights of a recent trip to the Middle East and the Balkins.  
Welcome to anyone interested. Usual sales table 

 

SPRING SERVICE 
Special thanks to Lily McDonald and her helpers June Evans and Alan Lion for  
braving the óelementsô to pick the daffodils. Thanks also to June Paterson, Dawn 
Ibbotson and Selina Mulder for helping with the display in Church and to the APW 
members who assembled the bunches of daffodils and delivered them to some of 
our older people and those who are not so well or have suffered a recent  
bereavement.  
 
APW greatly appreciate the generosity of Les Cleveland for providing a  
selection of beautiful daffodils. 
 
 

Patricia Leonard Tough 1Sunday 19 Sept 2010 

With Local Body elections coming up - a Prayer for our City 
O God, grant us a new vision for our city 

as fair as she might be - 
a city of justice, where none shall prey on others,  

a city of plenty, where vice and poverty shall not fester, 

a city of brotherhood, where success shall be founded on service, 

a city of peace, where order shall not rest on force but on love for all. 

Hear the prayer of all our hearts as we each pledge our time, strength and thought 

to speed the coming day of beauty and righteousness. Amen 
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FROM THE HERITAGE CENTRE 

LEAKY LINK ROOF -BURNS HALLNEEDS REPLACEMENT. 
 

The Link Roof ( that is the roof between Burns Hall and the office block) needs replacement.  

The amount to fix this will be approximately  $40.000.00 . ( Please contact Ian Mitchell if you have any  

queries about the work that needs to be done) 

If you would like to assist in raising  funds for this project you may make a donation to First Church  
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Scottish Saints for October  

Kenneth, or to use his Irish name Cainnech, was born in Derry and many 

strange and wonderful miracles were attached to his life. The earliest 

one was that his family were too poor to own a cow but each day a di-

vinely inspired cow stood at their cottage to provide milk for the baby. 

His main activities in Ireland included attending a  

monastery where Columba was a student. The yellow plague of 544 dis-

bursed the students. For much of his life he was a colleague of Columba and shared  

journeys to parts of Scotland where he is commemorated in the naming of many Churches.  

It may be that the great medieval abbey of Cambuskenneth on the Forth is named for him. 

He returned to Ireland on his latter years and died about 600. His feast day is the 11th.  

 

Edwin was more a king than a saint and ruled over an area from Northumberland to Edinburgh. His decision to 

embrace christianity and that influence on his people led to a period of relative peace. His chief claim to fame is 

that he gave that great city its name.  

He died at the hands of his enemies in 633 and his memory is honoured on the 12 th October.  

 

Fintan Munnu was a leper who sought at one time to succeed Columba as leader of the Iona community. On his 

rejection he returned to Ireland where he founded a great monastery at Teachmunnu (The house of Munnu).  

His association with Loch Leven has led to a crop of links with churches and monuments in that area.  

His day is 21st October.  

 

You lovers of the English language might enjoy this .  
 

There is a two - letter word that perhaps has more meanings than any other two - letter word, 

and that is óUPô 

 

It's easy to understand  UP, meaning toward the sky or at the top of the list, but 

when we awaken in the morning, why do we wake UP ?  

At a meeting, why does a topic come  UP ?  

Why do we speak UP and why are the officers  UP for election and why is it UP to 

the secretary to write  UP a report ?  

We call  UP our friends.   

And we use it to brighten  UP a room, polish  UP the silver; we warm UP the left-

overs and clean UP the kitchen.   

We lock  UP the house and some guys fix  UP the old car.   

At other times the little word has real special meaning.   

People stir UP trouble, line  UP for tickets, work  UP an appetite, and think UP ex-

cuses.   

To be dressed is one thing, but to be dressed UP is special.    

A drain must be opened  UP because it is stopped UP.   

We open  UP a store in the morning but we close it UP at night.  

We seem to be pretty mixed  UP about UP !   

To be knowledgeable about the proper uses of  UP, look the word UP in the dictionary.   

In a desk -sized dictionary, it takes UP almost 1/4th of the page and can add  UP to about thirty defini-

tions.   

If you are UP to it, you might try building  UP a list of the many ways UP is used.   

It will take  UP a lot of your time, but if you don't give UP, you may wind  UP with a hundred or more.   

When it threatens to rain, we say it is clouding UP ..   

When the sun comes out we say it is clearing UP.  

When it rains, it wets the earth and often messes things UP. 

When it doesn't rain for awhile, things dry  UP.  

 

One could go on and on, but I'll wrap it  UP, for now my time is UP, so........it is time to shut UP!  
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What is General Assembly? 
General Assembly is the top governing body of the Church and it meets every two years. 

The Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand has a hierarchy of governing bodies - session or parish council 
(local congregations), presbytery (regional) and General Assembly (national). All parishes are entitled to send commis-
sioners to each biennial Assembly meeting. The commissioners discuss and vote on the recommendations and propos-
als brought to Assembly. This participatory style of decision making is a feature of the Presbyterian Church and runs 
right from the local to national level. 

The main functions of General Assembly are: 

¶ Legislative - making the regulations that give order to the life of the Church 

¶ Administrative - exercising general oversight of the Church. Assembly is the major policy-making body of the 

Church. In an ongoing way it establishes the basic beliefs, overall strategies and direction for the whole Church 

¶ Judicial - deciding appeals and complaints. In recent years the Assembly has delegated its judicial function to Judi-

cial Commissions. Reports from Commissions may be lodged with Assembly, but Assembly does not debate them. 
There is also a Council of Assembly that meets in between General Assembly gatherings and implements Assembly 
decisions. 
General Assembly 
The Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa will meet in a General Assembly at St Andrew’s College, Christchurch from the 
30th September to the 3rd of October. 
Representative members from congregations all over New Zealand will share in a busy week of discussion, debate 
and decision making. 
While continuing reforms of Church government will be high on the agenda so will social concerns. 
One proposal before the gathering concerns the problem of alcohol in society and a proposal to recommend to Gov-
ernment a “five-plus policy that seeks to: 
1. Raise the price of alcohol 
2. Raise the purchase age of alcohol. 
3. Reduce access to alcohol. 
4. Reduce advertising and promotion of alcohol. 
5. Increase drink driving counter measures. 
 
What do you think? 

ORGAN  
CONCERT  

 
An Organ Concert in  
which several local  
organists took part was 
held in First Church  
Friday September 10.-  
 
Approximately 70 people  
attended this concert 
which was promoted by 
the Otago & Southland  

Organists Association. to 
celebrate  National  
Organ Month 
 
 
 
 
PHOTO: Mr Graeme 
Kirk performing at the 
concert 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:San_canizio_kilkenny.jpg
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CHUR 

COOK ISLANDS COMMUNITY NEWS 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, 
and he shall direct your path" proverbs 3 v 5-6.  
( Maseli. 3: v 5-6 ) " E irinaki kia Iehova ma to ngakau katoa;auraka ra e irinaki ki toou uaorai kite. auraka e akan-
garopoina iaia i toou katoa ra au aerenga;e nana e akakite kia koe i toou ra au arataa. 
  
Kia Orana, Talofa lava, Taloha ni, Pacific Greetings to all our ministers, Rev. Tokerau Joseph, Rev. 
Anne Thomson, and to all our First Church members, families. Kia Orana e te iti tangata kuki airani i 
roto i to tatou paepae aua First Church of Otago. welcome to our edition of the October newsletter. 
  
Congratulations to Bergen Johnson who will take up his vows with long time fiancee in 
Auckland on the last weekend of September. Quite a few family members from First Church, 
Ioaba Dean family, Rouru & Emma Henry family, Pepe Henry and quite a few of the John-
son families all will be travelling up for this happy occasion. 
  
During the weekend of the 5th of September, Tanga & Rima Tiatoa and their family returned back to 
Dunedin after living for a number of years in Wellington. It was good to catch up with them again and 
welcome back Tiatoa families. 
  

Most of the First Church Cook Island Ekalesia members were invited to Papa Mareko 
Johnsons 80th birthday celebration at the Kaikorai Rugby Club, where the Uapou fellow-
ship members entertained Papa Mareko to a Imene Tuki and a couple of items. after that 
the group went to perform at the Pacifica Womens Fundraiser Night, at the Dunedin City 
New Life church 48 Stafford Street, to help pay their fares to attend the "Connecting 
Womens" conference to be  held in Rarotonga from September 21st-23rd. 

  
Emmanuel Taana, grandson of Toka and Vai Taana was baptized on Sunday 12th September by the 
Rev. Tokerau Joseph. 
  
Lastly on Sept 11th we attended the 60th birthday celebration of Mrs Munokoa Paringa Samson held at 
Mount Albert War Memorial Hall. it was a great occasion.  

  
We also got the chance to see the newest member of the Wichman & the Bates family in the 
Waitakere area, Baby Henry Azarius Noema. congratulations to Teupoo and Bernice  on the 
safe arrival of your wee man. a grandson to Papa Enere & Mama Mii Wichman, grandson to 
papa Ben & Rangi Bates. 
  

May God bless you and all of us richly with his blessings. Regards Tere Taana 

 
SAMOAN WHITE SUNDAY OCTOBER 10 
 Most of  you know  of the special significance of White Sunday but  can 
we remind you again? After the First World War there was a devastating 
influenza epidemic. Samoa was particularly hard hit. Many adults died. 
Many others were ill for a long period. In the villages the children kept 
the church worship alive, conducting services, praying for their elders 
and doing what they could for the community. White Sunday is a 
celebration of the church and community at that time. The celebration 
takes the form of worship, in which the  children and youth participate in 
groups and as individuals to sing, recite or dance their praise to God. 
This is followed by a feast where the children are served first in honour 
of their special place on this day. 
All First Church members are invited to the service this year which 
will be held on SUNDAY 10th  OCTOBER at 2pm 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AFTER THE EARTHQUAKE 

 

 
 
The Rev Martin Stewart, moderator of Christchurch Presbytery, passes on this message: 
On the whole we are doing ok - the images of devastation are one thing, but the strain on people with all the after-
shocks is the more lasting thing. It is interesting talking with people around here - we are fascinated by the images on 
the television but actually for most people we are somewhat removed from the images - something around 2.5 percent 
of houses are a wreck - that is horrible but actually a very small percentage all things considered! And the city centre 
buildings might have a higher percentage of damage but it is still relatively low. Many of us are tired of the TV chan-
nels presenting their news in front of devastated buildings when there are actually many buildings around them that 
are pretty much ok. I guess balance is what I seek and what I think is a fairer representation of things here - people 
are doing well and neighbourliness has been a real gift in this, as has a very rapid response in the city, along with the 
great miracle - that no one was killed. 
We are heartened by the support of many, and we will get there! 
 
Dr Graham Redding, Moderator of the New Zealand Presbyterian Church  

after spending time in Christchurch , shares these comments: 
From my conversations with friends and colleagues in the Canterbury region following last 
Saturday's earthquake, it is clear that on top of the disruption caused by the earthquake 
itself, many people are suffering from anxiety and fatigue as a result of the repeated after-
shocks. Many church buildings have suffered more extensive damage than first thought, 
and some remain closed while assessments are made concerning their future. What has 
impressed me greatly in the midst of this unfolding crisis has been the many stories of 
compassion and care within both the Church and the wider community. The Prime Minister 
and Mayor of Christchurch have shown outstanding leadership. The civil defense response 
has been exemplary. The expressions of care and support from elsewhere around the 
country and overseas have been overwhelming. There is much to admire and give thanks 
for, including the fact that thus far there have been no fatalities and physical injuries have 
been kept to a minimum. But we are conscious of the emotional trauma and the long road 
that lies ahead in relation to repairing the physical fabric of communities most affected by 
the earthquake. The Presbyterian Church joins with other faith traditions in continuing to 

pray for the people and communities affected by this earthquake, and we continue to seek ways in which that prayer 
might be translated into concrete expressions of care and support. 
 
Graham also offers this prayer on behalf of our Church: 
God our refuge and strength,  
who offers hope in the midst of adversity,  
assure the people most affected by this earthquake of your comforting presence;  
grant wisdom to those who must exercise leadership at this time;  
and strengthen those who will be working hard to repair the damage to streets, buildings and utility services.  
Encourage your church,  
that, through its worship and community service,  
it will be a channel of your hope and compassion. 
These things we ask in Jesus' name. Amen. 

 

Upcoming Parenting Seminars  
You are invited to attend these practical and entertaining seminars for parents, presented by John 

and Naomi Cowan from Parents Inc. 
Wed 27 October: Hot Tips for Parents (0-10 years) 

Thurs 28 October: Hot Tips for Parenting Teenagers (10-18 years) 
Venue: George Street Normal School Hall, 989 George St, Dunedin 

Time: 7.30-9.45pm 
Cost: $15 per person ($10 manuals available on the night) 

Tickets available from George Street Normal School and Dunedin North Intermediate 
School offices, 

 or by contacting Leith Valley Church (4679208, lvally@maxnet.co.nz). You can also book 
online at www.theparentingplace.com after registering on their site. 

mailto:lvally@maxnet.co.nz
http://www.theparentingplace.com

