FIRST CHURCH OF OTAGO - WHATG6S ON DURI NG

WEEKLY EVENTS
Mondays 1.30pm Mah Jong - McLean Room
Thursdays 7.30pm Bells Practice
Friday 6pm Youth Group Burns Hall

SUNDAY JUNE 6
10.00am - Morning worship - The Reverend Jenni Elmes
12noon - Cook Islands Service - Kopu Rouvi

2.00pm - Samoan Service - Nineva Vaitupu

10am DUTIES: Russell Duff (476 3494) Catherine Todd , Selina WHATG6S ON DURI NG

Mulder Finance : Russell Duff Thursday 3 Craft Group meets
TEA/COFFEE Lily McDonald and June Evans TUES 8 4.30pm Property Committee
WED 9 7.30pm SESSION
JUNE QUARTERLY COMMUNION i Mon 14 4.00pm Finance Committee
WED 16 7.30pm DEACONS COURT
- SUNDAY JUNE 13 at 11am Thursday 17 Craft Group meets

Reverends T Joseph and A Thomson

=

DUTIES: :Nineva Vaitupu (455 3375), Vaine Me-
tuatai, Les and Maureen Green. Einance : Les Green
TEA:COFFEE Gifford and Shirley Brown
Lunch will follow this service 6 Please bring finger food ( not
frozen). Soup and bread rolls will be provided.

ELDERLY EXERCISE NOW WEDNESDAY
('no class the first Wednesday of each month)
10.30am11.30am BURNS HALL
FREE Run by: Otago Peoples Health Trust Enquiries
Contact Tangi Joseph 477 7792

SUNDAY JUNE 20

Sunday 13 June, 3.00 pm in
St Paul's Cathedral
City of Dunedin Choir, David Burchell
(conductor) presents:

FAURE AND FRIENDS

A concert of music by Faure, Saint -Saens,
Poulenc, Dufre, including Faure's  Requiem.

10.00am -Morning Worship - The Reverend Tokerau Joseph
12noon - Cook Islands * - The Reverend Tokerau Joseph
2.00pm - Samoan Service - The Reverend Tokerau Joseph
10am DUTIES: Foalima Lemalu (453 4210), Toga Solofa, Gifford
Brown, Loraine Denniston, La Faatoese Finance : Nan Rickard.

TEA/COFFEE: Zena McKie and Isobel Napper
SUNDAY JUNE 27

Tickets are on sale now from Beggs Music-

10.00am Celebration of 125 years of

3 The Order of St John in New Zealand
Preacher Rev Dr Simon Rae, Priory Dean

10am DUTIES: Noeleen and Brian Williscroft, Isobel

Napper, Finance : Joyce Dyer

TEA/COFFEE: Valda Proctor and Stan Catchpole

12noon - Cook Islands *
2.00pm - Samoan Service

Works, Moray Place or email
info@cityofdunedinchoir.org.nz_or speak to
Anne Thomson.(Cash or cheques made out
to City of Dunedin Choir)

Prices: Adult $30; Unwaged $20; School chil-
dren free Door sales will be available; Student

StJohn
first to care

- Ben Bates
- The Reverend Anne Thomson

Saint of the month - June d St John the Baptist venerated on the 26th of June and
scripture records him as fia voice crying in
penitents in the River Jordan he holds a special place in the story of the Christian faith. His
g8l simple garments and diet were adopted by many early Christian converts.

j The first Hospice of St John was established in Jerusalem by Christian monks who claimed as
et heir masters the Athe poor and sicko. Thei
¥\ % religion or politics or class were disregarded.d The first Crusaders to enter Jerusalem

e discovered this hospice at the beginning of the second millennium and the ministry gradually
spread back along the routes travelled by crusaders and pilgrims to Jerusalem.

An order of knights was established to protect the hospices from robbers and attack and these eventually became the

Knights of the Order of St John of Jerusalem. They adopted the distinctive eight pointed Amalfi Cross as their badge in
honour of the Duke of Amalfi whose city, in Eastern Italy, was the port used by pilgrims and others travelling to the Holy
Land. That Cross is central to the uniforms, badges a

Today St John is best recognised as the icon of the Ambulance Service but the organisation of the Order of St John is
much more than a flashing light and a screaming siren.

Early in the reign of Queen Victoria the Order was given royal support and the monarch of England is the Head of the
Order,- For 125 years the Order of St John has been active in New Zealand with a national identity that continues to
grow. Penguins and Cadets are part of our fasted growing youth organisation in New Zealand and about 80% of all
ambulance services in New Zealand bear the St John badge.

A formal Church Parade for the Dunedin Area St John will be held on Sunday June 27th at First Church

SENIOR MINISTER:

PART TIME ASSISTANT MINISTER:

PART TIME PASTORAL ASSISTANT MINISTER :
FIRST CHURCH BELL RINGERS - Practice 7.30pm Thursday nights; Contact Phone 498

The Reverend Tokerau Joseph, phone 477 7792 cell 027 371 4733
The Reverend Anne Thomson 477 7150 cell 027 467 5488

The Rev John Sinclair (473 9950 or 027 436 9204)
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NEWSLETTER - JUNE 2010

FIRST CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT
fiWe are striving to become a truly multi  -cultural community, providing a warm, creative and affirming home
base, enabling us to reach out with the Good News to those working and living in the inner -<city and b{

Message from The Reverend Tokerau Joseph

| hope you have all kept warm and dry in the last week. The rain and very low temperatures have
certainly made the warm indoors the place to be. However, for people like farmers, plumbers and
emergency services who have to be out and about, braving the wind, rain and cold is a tough
call. Sure they get paid for it, but it still highlights how some are willing to face testing conditions
to help meet the needs of others; even if tgdg
warm and comfortable, but so too is offering the same to others who need it also. In terms of
of fering support and encouragement to peopl ¢
prepared to brave the bitter conditions of inconvenience, hassles and discomfort to do so? |
encourage you to consider ways how you can get out and about with the good news of Jesus
Christ. Anne and | would be most happy to explore ways you can do this.

@olumbaCoIIegeservice?.O M"May-l t 6s a wonder f ul privilege
service with our friends from Columba College. We have a special relationship that deserves to
be nurtured and encouraged to flourish. No doubt the huge presence and talent that students,
staff and families of Columba College bring to our service further promotes our spirit of
community together. Il &m so pleased that our
gifts as a way of complimenting our wunity an

UHIVERSITY

Whare Windngs aCH]

INAUGURAL
PROFESSORIAL
LECTURE

Public
Theology?
No thanks,

I'll stick

with the

normal

kind'

Prof. Andrew
Bradstock
Howard Paterson

Professor of

Theology and
Public Issues

Wednesday 2

June, 5.30 pm,
at the College
of Education
Auditorium,
Union Street

of the principal of Columba College, Miss Wilson, for her contribution towards the planning of the
service.

Baptism for Tarquin Tautua -We will be having the baptism for Tarquin Barrett Tereva Tautua
on Sunday 30" May during our 12pm service. Tarqhuin is a son to Teokotai Tautua and Wanita
Phillips. The baptism was originally planned for 18" Apr i | , but due to ber
family the baptism was postponed. It has been great meeting family and friends of both the
Tautua and Phillips families who have come from around New Zealand and as far as the Cook
Islands for this special occasion. Our best wishes and prayers are with the families.

Mi ni st er 0-©n tReaMednesdaty 2" June Tangi and | will be attending a retreat in South
Auckland for Cook Islander ministers within the PCANZ. The main purpose of this retreat is to
discuss a memorandum of understanding between the PCANZ and the Cook Islands Christian
Church (CICC) with regard to how the two churches can do mission to Cook Islanders living in
New Zealand. Part of the discussion could involve the idea of formalising a partnership

between the two churches. Because the issues are complex and have a direct impact at the local
congregation level where clergy of both churches are already engaging, it was necessary to have
the input of our ministers. The outcome would be a recommendation to the appropriate courts of
the church and then it will be up to PCANZ t
wisdom and guidance in this meeting because it could have ramifications for our future should a
CICC congregation be established in Dunedin.

Uapou Fellowship -Following on from the retreat in South Auckland is the national gathering of
the Uapou Fellowship. Tangi and | will join the rest of our group when they arrive on Thursday
evening. It promises to be an exciting time of cultural and spiritual experiences that will hopefully
encourage our relationship with other churches as well as stamping our First Church identity
upon such a gathering. The group has been pr
this venture.

Medical student Pacific Attachment programme 29 "-30™ May

Although this activity has been commented upon in the Cook Islanders
group report | would like to add my 10 cents worth. This programme
involves exposing 4™ year medical students to life in the Pacific community
of Dunedin as a way of helping students to understand better some of the
peoples they may eventually treat as medical professionals. It is the first
such programme to be implemented in New Zealand and the world. There-
fore, it is a historical and pioneering work which some of our own First
Church families are part of. If we can assist in any way to the better training
of our future doctors then we can count ourselves blessed to have played a

very significant part in the health and wellbeing of our country.
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MESSSAGE FROM THE REVEREND ANNE THOMSON

Dear First Church folk

During June | attended the two day Ministry Conference hosted by East Taieri church. This
conference has been run for a number of years now. It is Presbyterian-based while
involving many ministers beyond the Presbyterian church, and charismatic-based while
attracting attendance from a much wider range of worship styles, theologies and
experiences.

Each year there is a key-note speaker and a wide range of workshops to attend, but of
course the fellowship over meals and cups of tea, the opportunity to meet up with friends
and to make new ones, the stimulation of interesting conversations over a wide range of
topics are also big reasons for people to make the time to be there.

What did | hear over those days? Paul Windsor spoke of the challenge of being distinctive
with distinction, living lives that are distinctively different because they are lived in God and
with God. He spoke of the way Jesus lived and calls us to live, as salt and light in the world 7 both deeply involved in
the life of the world, as salt permeates all the food that it is added to, and brightly, dazzlingly different, as light is differ-
ent from darkness. He spoke of the way Jesus lived and invites us to live, full of grace and truth - loving and welcoming
all with open arms and unconditional acceptance, and yet standing up for the things that are honourable and just and
pure and excellent, even if that brings us ridicule and unpopularity.

A visiting American, Tony Robinson, took one session on the challenges of change that confront us, and the difference
between seeking 'technical solutions' and 'adaptive change'. When we are faced with a situation similar to what we
have dealt with in the past, we can use technical solutions, procedures and know-how that has worked in the past. But
when we are facing a situation quite different from what we have faced in the past, the solutions that worked under
previous conditions are no longer effective. We are faced with the risky business of trying new, often untried, responses
to the challenge before us. Often that means that we also need to look at the situation in a new light, rather like
changing focus on a camera to include a wider setting, other matters that are related to the situation at hand but which
previously we had not been aware of. Adaptive change can be scary and risky and painful i but it can also be
transformative and effective.

We know that the world around us is greatly changed from what it used to be, and that the ways we have done things in
the past no longer produce the same results. But God is one who always works through adaptive change, bringing
transformation and hope. Who would have looked to a small and insignificant nation to find blessing for all the nations?
Who would have looked to a criminal execution on a cross to find love and salvation offered to all? Who would have
looked to a dispirited group of provincials to find the heralds of good news which has transformed the life of the world,
and is still able to transform lives?

Romans 5:5 says: hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit
that has been given to us. The challenges we face are real, and are different from what we have faced in the past. But
we do not need to rely solely on our own knowledge and skills and experience. Let's refocus our attention on what God
is able to do and the new things God will lead us into. Let's seek God's transforming power and presence in our

community, to enable us to be salt and light here in the heart of Dunedin. 8 Anne

Sunday School News by Gemma Tuhega

It was great to go and be involved with the Children's Ministry Seminar in Mosgiel last month. Along
with Tangi Joseph, Rua Williams and Caroline Areai it was a great opportunity for us to get
information and ideas for our Sunday School. There were people from all country, both young and old.

So it was also a chance to meet new people and to share experiences to encourage our ministry to
children in the church. | really enjoyed myself and would recommend to others to be part of this great
experience next time. Please pray for our children's ministry at First Church so that we may explore
new ways of building up our young people in their Christian faith and in the life of our Church.

DASIS N THE CITY

First Church offers a haven for people in the intigr to relax, enjoy and engage
with the beauty of nature, magnificent architecture and a spiritual experience.
You are welcome to bring your lunch and join others for a 15 minute worship service
to refresh your mind, body and soul.

Each Tuesday & Thursday 12:15pni 12:30pm Commencing 8 July 2010

AThen they were glad becaus
and he brought them to thei
Psalm 107:30 (NRSV)
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PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP FOR US ALL TO DO

Whether we are young or old we have the privilege and responsibility right now of using and caring for the First
Church property as best we can. We received it in trust from those who were here before us; and we hold it in trust
for those who will f oliThesevdays we.haveé da mandatoryoblidaiian to®d strict about
matters of Health and Safety, both IN and ON all Church property. Moreover, the public at large expect high
standards of safety and hygiene in the buildings they use.

FOR EXAMPLE: -

An organisation who regularly use Burns Hall were deeply concerned that there were no smoke alarms in the hall
and wrote to us accordingly. Such alarms are intended to warn people to evacuate the building (refer to Fire
Evacuation Notice) - High quality alarms have now been installed.

Another group who have used Burns hall for Piping and Dancing Competitions for many years, were shocked when
a girl dancing in a competition put her foot through the floor in the middle of the stage. (It was a quite unforeseeable
accident. The board was not riddled with borer or anything like that, and it has now been professionally repaired.
But as soon as money is available the whole stage floor will have to be upgraded, to obviate further problems.

Only so can we be assured that the stage is as safe as we can make it.)

NV The Retiring/Créche Room
This place at the front of the church has been refurbished with new furniture and the necessary
equipment for caring for babies and small children, or for adults who have become unwell. It is
available during services. If an ambulance has to be called, they invariable ask for a street
addressREMEMBER it is fi415 Moray Pl aceo.
There is also a St John Defibrillator in the church, and a small group of people have been trained
in its use.

The Hazards of Rubbish

Being canny people, we have tended to accumul ate a
odd corners and cupboards, passage ways and stairways, and places like the Gallery of Burns Hall. We are
addressing the problem of rubbish and for good reason. Much of it prevents rapid access and egress in times of
crisis. It also adds to the supply of fuel in the case of fire, making a dangerous situation even worse. And it
certainly creates an additional hazard for firemen in their task. Therefore rubbish is steadily being disposed of.

Care of Church Furniture

We urge all to be vigilant in the care and handling of all furniture 7 especially chairs and tables. Please report dam-
age as soon as possible.

Our folding tables are deteriorating in condition through careless use i and some are missing altogether. As a con-
sequence we are installing a policy that NO CHURCH PROPERTY i CHAIRS TABLES OR THE TRAILER T MAY
BE BORROWED WI THOUT THE PERMI SSI ON OF THE DEACONSS®

Cleanliness in the Kitchen

The DCC inspectors have already been to visit the kitchen and have laid down certain requirement. They will be
back again to inspect the kitchen. ABSOLUTE CLEANLINESS AND STRICT HYGIENE IS REQUIRED. -

Any relaxation of standards will result in the DCC not allowing the kitchen to be used for food preparation,
cooking heating or serving.

Beware of Rats and Mice

The centre city abounds with rats and mice.
to keep them at bay. Some very big fellows have been found dead after our contractor has laid
poison. We must make sure that no scraps of food are left anywhere in our buildings to encourage
such vermin.

&

Security in General

The recent installation of a Closed Circuit Television system means that we can now monitor closely all
activity day and night, in and around the Church. The Police have already identified one unwelcome light-
fingered intruder.

We want to keep the Church and its grounds a safe place for legitimate users to enjoy. It is a pleasure to see
people relaxing and enjoying the green space around the church. It is good that those who seek a quiet place
to meditate or pray, or who just want to explore the beautiful interior of First Church, can do so for many hours
in the day.

The grounds of First Church are not a

We say that the public are welcome to the
we want to ensure that this is a fisafeo

It needs to be known that the grounds are covered by the DCC 24 hour Liquor Ban.

And we have no hesitation in calling upon the Police to enforce it, or to deal with late-

night revellers making a nuisance of themselves
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Quiality, supported living in

community for active seniors
Abbeyfield, Dunedin, 210 Balmacewan Road

Your Session continues to meet every month. At our meeting in May, we heard reports from

Abbeyfield is a special community providing a warm,

friendly family-style home for active seniors. ) = ] - = D/’\ == Rev. Tokerau Joseph, Rev Anne Thomson, De ¢
Set up as a not for profit organisation by committed ; : ) - = Fellowship, along with reports from Presbytery and Synod.
volunteers, it provides a unique option for : : A One exciting development, initiated by Re Re

people no longer able to live in their own homes, but ——— = = ._ approval to hold mid-week lunchtime services. These will commence in July, and run every
not needing institutional care. It offers a balance of : — : Tuesday and Thursday for a trial period of three months. While we hope to attract those
privacy, companionship, security and independence. = ; . — _ people who are not available to attend church on Sunday, they will of course be open to

A housekeeper provides meals and lives in 5 days a SRS = = = everyone. We ask for your prayerful support for this new venture.

week. Currently Abbeyflgld is needlng to expand its e 2 s A Creed for those who have Suffered

network of support, and in particular our needs are for:

§ volunteers able to assist at weekend mealtimes and/or to sleep over Friday or Saturday night in the coming weeks
§ a mature, caring person seeking affordable accommodation who could live in 7 days a week and assist with week-
end household duties i even for a short period would be a great help

seniors who may be interested in renting one or more of the three vacant units long term

people supportive of the Abbeyfield concept who may be able to assist this community in other ways on a one-off or
an ongoing basis e.g. with working bees, surplus veggies from your garden

Any support you are able to offer would be much appreciated. That helps residents keep connected with the

wider community, enhances their quality of life and hopefully yours too!

Please contact Anne 489 1666 or Robyn 464 0082 (weekdays) for further information

| asked God for strength, that | might achieve.
| was made weak, that | might learn humbly to obey....
| asked for health, that | might do great things
I was given infirmity, that | might do better things....
| asked for riches, that | might be happy
| was given poverty, that | might be wise...
| asked for power, that | might have the praise of men,
| was given weakness that | might feel the need of God...
| asked for all things, that | might enjoy life...
| was given life, that | might enjoy all things
| got nothing | asked for......but everything | had hoped for...
Book Review & Brian Williscroft Almost despite myself, my unspoken prayers were answered,

iThree Cups of Tead by Greg Mortensen and David Oliverl| Re | am, among men, most richly blessed.
(Attributed to an unknown Confederate Soldier)

§
§

This is the story of one mandés war against ignorance, |vic Nan Rickard, Session Clerk.
A narrative of an accidental vision that drew out courage, determination and humanitarian goodness.

Greg Mortensen is the son of an American missionary, raised in Africa, whose hobby was climbing mountains. One of
his heroes was a New Zealand bee keeper.

An attempt to climb K2 failed and his return trek led him into a village of compassionate Muslims where there was no FIRST CHURCH YOUTH GROUP NEWS 6 RON MULIAU

school.

The book is more than 300 pages long but the sympathy and enthusiastic honesty shine through to offer a spiritual tonic

without inappropriate religious furniture. The black and white photographs offer faces to match the text. Talofa lava, Kia Orana, and greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Mﬁ ff t edn se nf@ S A Wi” I if” gkn es Sd ft hO eng i ge Wli t h dt he supposed er|emi May was an eventful month with different occasions happening and the Youth had roles in all these events.

calls for education from the villages of Pakistan and Afghanistan makes compulsive reading. . . . .

This is the story of how one mands vision and determinati We perfo_rm_ed in our fellow Yoiﬁ&wﬂndaynmlebtaEwn,wrNc@washeddunnheGr?e@a
Il sland Civic Hall. The Youth did a Drum dance and ORO
gathering with the Youth also having a part in decorating and setting up for the occasion.

Various practises for the Uapou Fellowship and Youth Service have kept the Youth busy each week as well as the
Youth nights on the Fridays and Band practises on the Wednesdays. It is a big commitment that the Youth show by

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR JUNE attending, especially those involved in all of the above. It definitely shows that the Youth are still busy even though its
cold!!

These are the readings which you are likely to hear read and preached on in services at First Church during June. Theg|Revised Onthe39o0f Ma y, the Youth hosted the eweningwhich 6 St

Common Lectionary is used in the 10 am and 2 pm services, the Tia at the 12 noon service. involves Pacific Island High School students ~ from around the country who are looking to

Revised Common Lectionary  Te Tia attend the University of Otago. First Church has been hosting this fellowship for the last 4 years.

June 6 1 Kgs 17:816, (1724) Salamo 11 The evening started with an opening prayer from the Nina Kirifi-Alai, who is the Pacific Liaison

Pentecost 2 Ps 46 Advisor at the University of Otago. Then the students were ushered into the Church to have a look

Gal 1:1124 around and had the opportunity to take photos. A little talk about the History of the Church was

Lk 7:11-17 shared with the students inside the Church.
June 13 1 Kgs 21:110, (1314),1521a Salamo 124
Pentecost 3 Ps 5: 18 From there, we were back into Burns Hall where we sang songs with the Band. The students

Gal 2:1521 showed great enthusiasm in their singing which rubbed off onto the Youth and created an awesome sound during the

Lk 7:36:8: 3 worship. The students then sang 6This Ilittle |light of
June 20 1 Kgs 19:14, (57),815a Salamo 3 who they were, where they were from and what school they attended. It was great to hear the different areas of the
Pentecost 4 25 |4§ 5‘3‘213 country they were from which made us as a whole, realise how popular and prestigious our University is.

al 3:

Lk 8: 2639 The Youth performed a creative dance, followed by a c¢

June 27 2 Kgs 2:12, 614 Salamo 95 boys. Finally we did 6Round the worldé with the stude

Pentecost 5 Ps 77:12, 11:20 A closing prayer and the blessing of the food ended the fellowship which was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone.d A

Gal 5: 1,1325 great big thank you goes to those who supplied refreshments, especially the woman from the Samoan
Lk 9: 51-62 Congregation who did an excellent job in the kitchen. They really got behind the event especially after doing Zumba

30 minutes before the students arrived!! And they volunteered on the spot which took a big load of our shoulders.

THANK YOU!- God BlessRon Muliau
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