FIRST CHURCH OF OTAGO

- WHATO6S ON DURI

SUNDAY SERVICES FOR MARCH 2010

SUNDAY MARCH 7
1lam - Communion Sunday - The Reverend Tokerau Joseph
1lam DUTIES: lan Robertson ( 454 4513) Jenni Elmes, Vicki
Penny, Maara Williams , Julie Savage Finance : Tony Stevely.
TEA:COFFEE: Lily McDonald and June Evans
Following communion on 7th March,
there will be a shared lunch in Burns Hall.
Please bring enough finger food for your family.
Tea and coffee will be provided.

SUNDAY MARCH 14

PSO Sunday The Rev Dennis Povey will preach at all services

10.00am - PSO Sunday - The Reverend Tokerau Joseph

12noon - PSO Cook Islands - The Reverend Tokerau Joseph
2.00pm - PSO Samoan Service - The Reverend Anne Thomson

10am DUTIES: Russell Duff (476 3494) Catherine Todd, Selina

Mulder and Sina Muliau Einance : Russell Duff

TEA:COFFEE: Valda Proctor and Stan Catchpole

SUNDAY MARCH 21
10.00am i Otago Anniversary

- The Reverend Tokerau Joseph

12 noon Cook Islands - The Reverend Anne Thomson
2.00pm - Samoan Service - The Reverend Tokerau Joseph

10am DUTIES: Nineva Vaitupu (455 3375), Vaine Metuatai,

Les and Maureen Green. Finance : Les Green

TEA/COFFEE : June Hastie and Isobel Napper

SUNDAY MARCH 28
10.00am -Morning Worship
12noon - Cook Islands * - loaba Dean

2.00pm - Samoan Service - Satele Faatoese
10am DUTIES: Foalima Lemalu (453 4210), Toga Solofa, Gifford
Brown, Loraine Denniston, La Faatoese Finance : Nan Rickard.
TEA/COFFEE: Isobel Napper and John Takacs

- The Reverend Anne Thomson

NG

WEEKLY EVENTS
1.30pm Mah Jong - McLean Room
7.30pm Bells Practice

Mondays
Thursdays

WHATOGS ON DURI

Mon 1l 1.30pm Mah Jong - McLean
Mon 8 1.30pm Mah Jong - McLean
TUES 9 4.30pm Property Committee
WED 10 7.30pm SESSION
Thurs 11 9.30am Craft group
Sat 13 10am Cook Islands Elders meet
Mon 15 1.30pm Mah Jong - McLean
4.00pm Finance Committee
WED 17 7.30pm DEACONS COURT
Mon 22 1.30pm Mah Jong - McLean
Thurs 25 11 9.30am Craft group meets
Mon 29 1.30pm Mah Jong - McLean

NG

ELDERLY EXERCISE NOW WEDNESDAY
('no class the first Wednesday of each month)
10.30am11.30am BURNS HALL
FREE Run by: Otago Peoples Health Trust Enquiries
Contact Tangi Joseph 477 7792

Services in Holy Week and Easter

On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday evening
through Holy Week, at 7.00 pm, there will be a
brief service held in the church, taking the events of
the last week of Jesus' life as a focus for our wor-
ship.

EASTER HOLY WEEK SERVICES
Tuesday 30 March 7.00pm -The Reverend Tokeru Joseph
Wednesday 31 March 7.00pm - The Reverend Jenni EImes
Maundy Thurs 1 April 7.00pm - The Reverend lan Robertson
Friday 2 April GOOD FRIDAY 10am Setrvice
The Reverend Brian Williscroft

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 4

10.00am -Morning Worship

11.30am - Cook Islands *
2.00pm - Samoan Service

- The Reverend Anne Thomson
- The Reverend Anne Thomson
- The Reverend Tokerau Joseph

Knox Recipes

Orders are now being taken
for copies of the recipe book
which will be on sale from
Sunday 7 March.

Please advise Knox Church
Office or Lauris Shaw Phone
: 476 7710 email: lauris -
!grove@hotmail .com if you wish to pur-
|chase any.  Priceis $9 pre -fair: $10 from
: Fair Day 13 March. An eclectic mix of
| over 100 recipes. Lauris Shaw

St John Passion , J S Bach

Sunday 28 March, 3:00 pm, Dunedin Town Hall
Bach's great choral work, The Passion according to St
John, tells the Easter story through the words of
John's Gospel, chapters 18 and 19, set to music, with
commentary (the solo arias) and hymns (the chorales)
interspersed.

This year the City of Dunedin Choir, supported by the
Southern Sinfonia and conducted by David Burchell,
presents this dramatic and powerful

oratorio on Palm Sunday, providing a focus for the
start of Holy Week.

Tenor Paul McMahon will sing the role of the Evan-
gelist, along with Lois Johnston (soprano) and

Claire Barton (alto), Oliver Sewell (tenor), Chris
Bruerton (bass) and Howard Harvey (in the role of
Christ).

Ticket Prices: Golden Circle all $40

Gallery Adult $35; Concession $30

Stalls  Adult $30; Concession $25

See Anne Thomson if you would like to buy tickets for
this concert.

SENIOR MINISTER:
PART TIME ASSISTANT MINISTER:
PART TIME PASTORAL ASSISTANT MINISTER :

FIRST CHURCH BELL RINGERS - Practice 7.30pm Thursday nights; Contact Phone 498

The Reverend Tokerau Joseph, phone 477 7792 cell 027 371 4733
The Reverend Anne Thomson 477 7150 cell 027 467 5488
The Rev John Sinclair (473 9950 or 027 436 9204)
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415 Moray Place, Dunedin

NEWSLETTER - MARCH 2010

FIRST CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT
fiWe are striving to become a truly multi  -cultural community, providing a warm, creative and affirming home
base, enabling us to reach out with the Good News to those working and living in the inner -<city and b{

Message from The Reverend Tokerau Joseph

Summer is finally here! 1 tdés been great
sandals indicating that the fine and warm weather has eventually arrived. This has
been most evident with families and individuals enjoying a picnic-style lunch as well as
an opportunity for a sun tan on our beautiful church grounds. It has also been fantastic
seeing an unbelievable number of visitors wandering through the church and Heritage
Centre and commenting very positively of their experience with us. The people and
facilities we have are truly gifts and blessings to our city of Dunedin.

Not too long ago, | was privileged to have officiated the wedding celebration of Linda
Cannan and Richard Goodie. It was a very special and enjoyable occasion well-
attended by about 200 family and friends. The increasing number of wedding
applications to be held here at First Church continues to be a great prospect in
extending our mission and ministry to those who are slowly but surely taking an interest
in exploring the spiritual dimension of their life including their relationship with us as a
faith community.

FIRST
CHURCH
FAIR

Yes, we will be
having a Fair on

Saturday
10th April

So now is the time to
NOT throw away
items that may be
resaleable.

Also you might think
about how you may
help, before the fair,
on the day setting up
and cleaning up.

The usual stalls will
operate.

The first meeting of the Dunedin and North Otago Resource Group of the Southern
Presbytery was hosted here onthe 2 Febr uar y . I't was a fdpa
which many conveyed their excitement for such a positive beginning into a new future
as a presbytery. The catering of Cook Islands Vainetini was outstanding ensuring that
everyone was well fed. Rev Anne and | were so proud of the tremendous effort put in
by our First Church folk.

The picnic at Warrington Beach organi se
huge success. The approximately 150 or so people who attended were treated to a
stunning day, great food, fun games and lots of laughter. The community spirit and
festive atmosphere made it truly a day to savour and remember. Thank you to those
who were responsible for the planning and running of the picnic. Great stuff!

Another exciting development has been the recommencement of Sunday School
during our 12pm service, and even more so for the beginning of another Sunday
School during the 2pm service. The grad
seen the number of our Primary and Intermediate children grow. Their involvement
during our worship services has now moved onto having Bible-lesson classes. Please
continue to pray for our chil
but also for those who have volunteered their time and energy to make this ministry
happen.

| was so proud to have been part of the First Church induction service for Rev Anne
Thomson on the 18" February. Thank you to all who attended A

and participated in such a wonderful service. A word of thanks
must also be extended to our APW for taking care of our
supper afterwards in the conference room of PSO.

Lastly, the recent loss of one of our young people, Mamahere
Taana, has been most devastating upon the Taana family, the
Cook Islands and Pacific communities, and First Church
overall. The support from extended family and friends, who
came from places near and far, is most appreciated by Enoka
and Tere Taana. They have asked me to convey their heart-felt

gratitude for your support and prayers.0 Tokerau
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FIRST CHURCH HERITAGE CENTRE

Dear First Church folk There is a verse in Ecclesiates which reads fACas
many dayso. It is a reminder to us that the resu
o _ _ o _ _ _ _ time. It is a hard lesson to learn in these days when we demand instant results, and goals fulfilled in a
It was very affirming to be inducted as Associate Minister here, to continue working half time alongside measurable period of time. In the world of commerce and industry this strategy may be fine. But to apply
Rev.Tokerau Joseph and to continue to serve all of you. | am greatly blessed to be here among you. Itis this philosophy in the life of the church betrays a very immature understanding of the ways of God, where
amazing to know that you have called me even though you know me well enough to know, as Rev. Henry above all else we are called to live by faith.

Mbambo reminded us all in his sermon, that | am human, very human, 'warts and all'.
, ) ) The poem of Henry Longfellow should not be forgotten:-
The day of my induction was the day after the death of Mamahere Taana, and | want to pay tribute to the

way in which the Cook Island community contributed to the induction service through their singing of the A shot an Arrow into the air

Rgo Metua il ehova e akameitakic‘).\lt i's a _setting o] It fell to earth | knew not where,
within me, bless God's holy nameo. At a ti me wh¢n For so swiftly it flew, the sight

faith that they could raise their voices in praise in that way. | have also been very blessed to be part of the Could not follow it in its flight.

First Church Cook Island community over this past week, as we farewelled Here. The full church for her

funeral was testimony to the impact her life had on those around her, and to the respect and love felt by | breath'd a Song into the air

so many in all sorts of areas of the Dunedin community and beyond for papa Enoka and mama Tere. May It fell to earth, | knew not where.

God continue to uphold you and all the family with love and hope in these coming days. For who has sight so keen and strong

That it can follow the flight of a song?

Throughout this month we are making our way towards Easter. We will hear the story of how far Jesus
was willing to go for us, and what it cost him i his death on the cross. We will be reminded that death is
not the end 1 that God's love which holds us through all our life and beyond, has conquered death. We will

Long, long afterward in an oak
| found the Arrow still unbroke;
And the Song from begining to end

celebrate Jesus rising from the dead and through his life bringing us new life. Over the past week we have | found again in the heart of a friend.

acknowledged a new beginning in

ministry here at First Church, and we have walked through the valley of the shadow of death, and in all An example may make the point.

this God has been with us. Some of us as Bible Class leaders
and ministers will have put in maybe

May we continue to know God's presence in our own lives and in our life tggett years of our best working life with

young people, supporting them in
their explorations into faith, and

sharing and encouraging them in
the multifarious activities of those years.

Photo of some of the 298 plus visitors at the Heritage Centre Sunday 21 Feb

Of course there may have been some early results. But maybe half a century later we discover the real
consequences of our work in their purposeful living, their leadership in church and community, in public
office, in the career of their choice. They may remind us of something we said ( which we have quite
forgotten), but which marked a turning point for them.

ifiCast your bread upon the waters.

Establishing the Heritage Centre ten years ago was a very real act of faith. Nobody could foretell whether it
would succeed or fail. But last Sunday the 20", we had many hundreds of people ( mainly from the two
cruise liners) in and around First Church. Well over 300 came into the Heritage Centre. (Actually we lost
count at 298!). Some spent a surprisingly long time looking at the various displays. Different aspects attract
different people. Questions are asked about a huge variety of things, and quite a lot of follow-up research is
necessary i and often we can answer their queries, or point them in the direction where satisfaction is more
likely to be found.

When you pause to think about it, quite a large proportion of tourists from the cruise liners are whisked
about by bus from place to place in a hurried routine. First Church is one of the few places where they can
engage in conversation with ordinary New Zealanders.

The sum total of all the conversations that take place between First Church people and the visitors whom
God give to us, constitute the fABread we are cas
experience teaches our volunteers that this is so. But they also come to know that most visitors appreciate
that someone is prepared to take time to greet them and take an interest in them. Sometimes, long after-
wards, it comes back to us just how much that conversation meant to the visitor.

In this way visitors discover that First Church has a human face, and is not just an architectural gem of great
Anne pictured at her Induction with her father The Reverend Samuel McCay and daughter Clare. ( photo Russell Duff) merit.
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