FIRST CHURCH OF OTAGO - WHAT' S ON DURI NG
WEEKLY EVENTS
SUNDAY SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY 2010 Mondays 1.30pm Mah Jong - McLean Room
Thursdays 7.30pm Bells Practice
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 7
10.00am - Morning Worship - The Reverend Tokerau Joseph WHAT’” S ON DURI NG FBI
11.30am - Cook Islands Service - The Reverend Anne Thomson
500 s Servi -The R d Tok 3 h Mon1l 1.30pm Mah'Jc_)ng - McLean
-LUpm amoan service € Reveren okerau Josep Sat 6 Cook Islands picnic Warrington
10am DUTIES: TEA:COFFEE: Nineva Vaitupu (455 3375), Vaine Mon 8 1.30pm Mah Jong - McLean
Metuatai, Les and Maureen Green. Finance: Les Green TUES 9 4.30pm Property Committee
TEA:COFFEE: Isabel Napper and Loraine Denniston WED 10 7.30pm SESSION
Thurs 11 9.30am Craft group starts for year
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10.00am - Morning Worship - The Reverend Tokerau Joseph Mon 15 1.30pm Mah Jong - McLean
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2.00pm - Samoan Service - The Reverend Anne Thomson WED 17 7.30pm DEACONS COURT
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Gifford Brown, Loraine Denniston, La Faatoese Thurs 25 11 9.30am Craft group meets
Finance: N Rickard
TEA:COFFEE: Selina Mulder and Sina Muliau
ELDERLY EXERCISE NOW WEDNESDAY
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 21 ('no class the first Wednesday of each month)
10.00am -Morning Worship - The Reverend Tokerau Joseph 10.30am11.30am BURNS HALL
11.30am Cook Islands - The Reverend Tokerau Joseph FREE Run by: Otago Peoples Health Trust Enquiries
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Noeleen and Brian Williscroft.Finance: Joyce Dyer : |
TEA/COFFEE : Maureen and Les Green | Knox Centre for Ministry & Leadership i
i 2010 Inaugural Lecture :
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 28 . Monday the 8th of February at 1:30 p.m. |
10.00am -Morning Wors\hlp - The Rev?rend Anne Thomson I It will be followed by afternoon tea in the Junior Common
11.30am - Cook Islands - Opara Richard : Room. -Seeing is Believing: Visual Communication and Vis-
2.00pm - Samoan Service - NinevaVaitupu !ual Arts in Congregations TodayThi s year 6s | F ctu
10am DUTIES: Stan Catchpole (471 0633), lan Mitchell, j delivered by the Rev. Dr. Lynne Baab. Lynne is the Jack
—Margaret Mitchell, June Evans. Finance: S.Catchpole : Somerville Lecturer in Pastoral Theology at the University of |
—_" g Otago, and is an Adjunct Tutor at the Knox Cen- .
TEA/COFFEE: Isabel Malloch and Loraine Denniston ! tre. Cameron Hall, Knox College All are welcome. |
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%] Dear Friends.
(‘) You will have been wondering why you have not seen me around of late. The reason is that | have decided, after mu carefu
g 4| thought to return to my old haunts at Knox Church.
@ | have greatly appreciated my connections with First Church, and am sure that many of them can continue. When | .’-~ ned
i) from Australia it seemed right and proper to join First Church. | have greatly benefited from the ministry of Martinpandghe

@ Tokerau, and latterly of Anne as well. The cressltural nature of First Church has been another highlight for me.

R
@ It was a great privilege to be able to serve with the other ministers at First during the vacancy, and | have beemftiréungst

@ many friendships | have made in the congregations. It has been, therefore, in all honesty, a most trymg decision to ‘::« £

R

q & | would like, therefore in conclusion to thank the Session and the congregation for their many acts of kindness anit ¢d Ng sh a
%] you every blessing in the days to come. (_\)

@ Yours sincerely, Q

® Peter Matheson ( 22. 12. 2009) .@

& :
BT T T oo T T BT T o e T g o T (e T BT (e T B e T T o e T A To e T Ao T (S AT e e T e Te S AT e TEdA Y

The Youth Group sausage sizzle held in December 2009 raised $55.40 cents towards the CWS Christmas Appeal 2009

SENIOR MINISTER: The Reverend Tokerau Joseph, phone 477 7792 cell 027 371 4733
PART TIME ASSISTANT MINISTER: The Reverend Anne Thomson 477 7150 cell 027 467 5488
PART TIME PASTORAL ASSISTANT MINISTER : The Rev John Sinclair (473 9950 or 027 436 9204)

FIRST CHURCH BELL RINGERS - Practice 7.30pm Thursday nights; Contact Phone 498 -0221
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SUPPORT
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Each
Sunday ‘
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offering J
includes
a bas-
ket of goods donated
to the

Presbyterian
Support Food Bank.
-This month the
Food Bank would
particularly wel-
come donations of
cereals and toilet
paper .

Happy New Year everyone!

Hello again to the people that have not been away over the holiday break and welcome back to t
have returned. | hope your Christmas and New Year celebrations were most enjoyable and that
plans for 2010 have got off to a great start.

It was certainly a busy time at First Church in the fapdo Christmas. Preparations for our various S
vices were greatly assisted by the many hands that helped in many ways. It was so encouraging
increased numbers turn up for the services and hearing positive feedback from folk affirming us §
church community and what we do in the life of our city. For some people the Christmas serviceq

Message from The Reverend Tokerau Joseph
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only times they attend church in a year. Therefore, it was worth the effort to put in the hard yard

make

such services possible. Thank you and well done to everyone who piitctoggtther to make it happen.

| enjoyed supporting our Samoan group in attending a Christmas celebration for the Dunedin Safnoan

community held at the Samoan Congregational Christian Church in South Dunedin. Following a
service various groups performed items related to the Christmas theme. | was so proud of our ch

who sang their hearts out and the leadership shown by Nineva Vaitupu Jr. in organising our itemg

The busyness continued into the New Year with the start of the Prayer Week services of our Cod
lands community. Despite the weather discouraging some people, the services throughout the fir
of the New Year were very well attended. It was also wonderful opportunity to work ecumenically]
friends from PI C North Dunedin, t he Mor mon
creative activity in the Garden of Eden, the hope is to find creative ways of developing the minist
2010.

On the home front, Tangi and | had most of the Christmas period on our own. Our two younger b
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Tokerau Jr. and Paul spent Christmas with family in Auckland. Tangi and | thought we would enj¢y the

freedom to do more for ourselves here in Dunedin. It quickly hit home to us how much we misseq

havin

our children around. Although Tangi and | did manage to achieve some goals together, like clear]ing the
whole manse (just the thing | looked forward to at Christmas time), the silence and absence of th
was most obvious and at times difficult to handle. Now it was our turn as parents to count down t
sleeps before their return home. Having our 19 year old daughter Angel return from Ashburton fo
days

during Christmas and New Year was (grea
an extra passenger in the form of our 22 year old son Emmanuel deciding to mo
home. Now the manse is alive again with all the arguing, yelling and screaming,
bedrooms and lots of mess to cleari give me carpet cleaning any day!).

friends is important. I'tds hard when
harder when they are no longer around. For us as a church family, may 2010 be
where strengthening our relationships with those around us will bring a new seng
life into our ministry. We may be surprised to find unexpected visitors come and

May the Lord continue to be witbkesall

b kids
he

I a few
t .

e bacl
intidy

But again, the idea of appreciating and working on our relationships with family gnd
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SUNDAY SCHOOL our childrenés mini stry

particular itdéds been absolutely fant
with their family to our 2pm Samoan language worship services. This was more
evident when a Christmas party was put on for the children where nearly twentyC=
more children attended. After discussions with the Samoan elders and parents,
agreed to trial a Sunday School time during our 2pm service for this year. It will E&\Md
gin with one Sunday a month and the frequency will be reviewed as we go along. So
far we have been very blessed to have Mrs Mona Nafatali offer her services to teach and Alex ar
Vaitupu to assist her. ltds going to be a v
2pm services will kick off on Sunday #4ebruaryd There will be a meeting &pm on Saturday 3¢
January at the manse for anyone interested in teaching Sunday School this yeRtease pray for ou
childrends ministry and please do not hesit
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MESSSAGE FROM THE REVEREND ANNE THOMSON

Dear First Church folk

Happy New Year! At the end of January it begins to feel a bit late still to be saying that, and
yet there is a sense in which the year begins for real' in February as holidays come to an
end, schools go back and regular activities begin again. In the church we move on from the
| joy and wonder of Christmas, the 'revealing' of God in Jesus Christ, into the season of Lent,
# and the journey toward Easter.

The idea of a journey is strong through Scripture. The call of Abraham to leave his home
and family and travel to the land God would give him (destination unknown). The Exodus
from Egypt which shaped and defined the people of Israel, taking them from slavery to
freedom and teaching them what it meant to live in relationship with God. The journey into exile in Babylon,
discovering there God's continuing presence with the people, and eventually the return to their own land.
The journey of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem, of the Holy Family to Egypt to escape Herod, and then back
to Nazareth. Jesus journeying through the towns of Galilee, then 'setting his face towards Jerusalem' and
step by step taking the road to the cross. Paul's missionary journeys, telling the story of the Good News of
Jesus throughout the known world.

This year will involve real journeys for some of us, but even if we remain in one place, we can see the
changes we experience, the new things we encounter, as an invitation to journey to a new understanding of
who we are and who God is. Martin Luther said:
This life, therefore, is not godliness but the process of becoming godly, not health but getting well, not
being but becoming, not rest but exercise. We are not now what we shall be, but we are on the way.
The process is not yet finished, but it is actively going on. This is not the goal but it is the right road.
At present, everything does not gleam and sparkle, but everything is being cleansed.

As this year begins, | am very conscious of the blessing you have extended to me in calling me to be
associate minister at First Church alongside Tokerau Joseph. It is an honour, a privilege and a delight to
look forward to continuing ministry among you. There is a sense in which this call is the final confirmation in
the process of discernment and preparation which | have been involved in over the past five years. It is an
important marker on my journey. The service of induction will be on Thursday 18 February at 7.00 pm. It is
as opportunity to celebrate together a new stage on our journey together with God. | hope you will be able to

be there. GO wall go with God, Anne

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR FEBRUARY

Revised Common Lectionary Te Tia (12 noon service)

February 7 Isaiah 6:1-8, (9-13) Salamo 150
Epiphany 5 Psalm 138

1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Luke 5:1-11
February 14 Exodus 34:29-35 Salamo 136
Transfiguration Psalm 99

2 Corinthians 3:12 - 4.2

Luke 9:28-36, (37-43)
February 21 Deuteronomy 26:1-11 Salamo 29
Lent 1 Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16

Romans 10:8b-13

Luke 4:1-13
February 28 Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 Salamo 98
Lent 2 Psalm 27

Philippians 3:17 7 4:1

Luke 13:31-35

With Love to the World: Lent and Easter - daily Bible reading notes which follow the Revised Common Lec-

tionary. Notes for 15 February - 16 May now available from Anne Thomson. Cost: $5.50

NEWS FROM THE SESSION CLERK

One of the delights of Christmas at First Church is seeing the crowds of people coming into the church to
celebrate the birth of the Christ child. Both the children's service at 5.30pm and the Candlelight Service at
11.30 pm were very well attended. People may have many different reasons for coming to Church on
Christmas Eve, but we are glad that they do. There is a good deal of preparation and work involved to
ensure the services run smoothly, and it is fitting that | extend my grateful thanks to all those who assisted in
any way. Special mention and thanks should go to Rev. Tokerau Joseph and Rev. Anne Thomson for their
excellent presentations. Now we are well in to the New Year and | would like to share with you a Prayer for
the New Year which appeared in the First Church newsletter some time ago.

May God make your year a happy one -
Not by shielding you from all sorrow and pain,
but by strengthening you to bear it, when it comes.
Not by making your path easy,
But making you sturdy enough to travel any path.
Not by taking hardships from you
But by taking cowardice and fear from your heatrt.
Not by granting you unbroken sunshine, but by keeping your face bright,
even in the shadows.
Not making your life always pleasant,
but by showing you where man and his cause need you most,
and by making you anxious to be there and to help.

Nan Rickar8gession Clerk

LENT

The season of Lent is the period of preparation for Easter. Originally it was a forty day fast, a re-
minder of the forty days Jesus spent in the desert at the beginning of his ministry. (Sundays were
not included in the forty days i they remained 'feast’' days of celebration.)

Traditionally Lent has been a time of self-examination, repentance and renewal, looking towards Je-
sus' victory over sin and death on the cross and in his resurrection. Often people 'gave up' some-
thing for Lent, as a sign of their devotion T sometimes people '‘add' a spiritual discipline or practice
of faith. Whatever we do, it can be time to c
and how we do that in our lives.

Ash Wednesday 17 February

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. An Ash Wednesday service will be held at Knox Church on 17 February
at 7.00 pm, and First Church is warmly invited to joinr
i mposi ti onR buwninglassybag'sspalm crosses to ashes and mixing them with oil to mark the sign of the cross
on the foreheads of those who wish.

Practising our Faith — walking with Jesus toward Jerusalem

In Luke 9:51, Jesus sets his face towards Jerusalem, and over the next ten chapters Luke records the journey that Je-
sus takes to get there. Our discipleship is also a journey, following Jesus in our everyday lives.

This year during Lent a study group will meet in Elizabeth Bremner's home on Wednesday afternoons, 2.00- 3.30. Over
seven weeks we will walk with Jesus towards Jerusal em
more clearly, |l ove him more dearly and follow him mor d
The study group will begin on Wednesday 17 February, and will meet weekly through until 30 March. If you would like

to be part of this study group, please contact Elizabeth on 487 9865.
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An Ecumenical Social Justice Conference is planned for Saturday 13 February 2009 in Gore. Every-
one is welcome . The conference themeis® Par t ner shi ps for change. ..

The day starts with ourselves, sharing our local stories of justice initiatives happening in our Otago/Southland regional
communities. Later in the day, Lisa Beech and Michael Smith from Caritas Aotearoa NZ will lead us into a wider national
and international context. And then we bring all our reflections together, hopefully into a plan of action i all this as a faith
community, a people of justice.

There is no registration fee for the day. Morning and afternoon tea will be provided but please BRING YOUR OWN
LUNCH. We will provide some additional food for lunch but cannot guarantee any loaves and fishes miracle!

Provided sufficient numbers warrant it, there will be a bus leaving Dunedin from Holy Name Parish, Great King
Street at 8am and will leave Gore just after 4.30pm to return to Dunedin. The fare will be $15.00 per person,
which is substantially subsidised. Please let me know (by e mail to eyre.fogarty@clear.net.nz as soon as
possible if you plan to attend and whether you want to book a seat on the bus to and from Gore.

wor ki njg
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The Saints of February - A Scottish collection

St Bride [St Bridget]

There are a number of stories relating to saints of these names some of which
date from the pre-Christian era.

St Bridget of Kildare [452 - 524 was born as a Christian slave who won her
Druid master over to Christianity by her gentleness and goodness. She
established a simple monastic community which was to become one of the
significant Irish monastic institutions. She became a popular

devotional figure in Ireland and the Scottish Islands. In Ireland she was
accepted as the protector of newly-sown crops and small rush crosses were
made as part of the observance of her feast day February 1.

St Ailred

Born in 1109 the son of a celtic priest he was a lifelong friend of King David of
Scotland and his son Henry. Successful in a career at court he relinquished
that life to become a Cistercian monk and served as the abbot of Ravesbury in Lincolnshire and at Rievaulx in
Yorkshire. He wrote a biography of St Ninian and was known for his scholarship and devotion.

His feast day is February 3.

St Modan

From the sixth or seventh century Modan was respected and revered for his self discipline. He gave up a claim to
significant wealth and among others founded the community of Falkirk where he is held in high honour. Later he
retired to the lower reaches of the Clyde and lived at Rosneath where he is regarded as a patron Saint.

His feast day is 4 February

St Ronan

With links to the Island Community of lona Ronan appears to have been a strong supporter of the Latin rite at the
Synod of Whitby. Much of his modern support springs from the poetic support given him by Sir Walter Scot.
Annual festivities are still held in his honour at the Well of Innerleithan. His feast day is 7 February.

St Valentine

Valentine was not supported by the Scottish churches and there is little in the way of testable historic evidence to
support the myths that have come to surround his name.For those who wish to celebrate his romantic myths
February 14 is the day.

St Colman

About 100 martyrs with the name Colman are recorded in Irish lists. Colman became Abbot of Lindisfarne in 661 and
proved to be a firm supporter of the Celtic tradition. When the Latin rite prevailed at the Synod of Whitby he resigned
his role and with a significant group of supporters left to establish a new community on the island of Inishbofin.
Divisions among his followers damaged the witness of the new community.

Colman died in 676 and his festival in held on 18 February.

St Boisil

Famous for his early recognition of the promise represented by the young Cuthbert who when they met was identified
by Boi sil iBehold the servant of the Lord.d A man of
yellow fever plague. His feast day is 23 February

St Quivox

Also known as Kevoca or Mochaemhog is from the 7th century. His father was reported to be a craftsman of great
skill but little more is known of him. He worked in the south-west of Scotland about Ayr where he is remembered in
the parish of St Quivox. His feast day is 24 February

St Oswald
d The son of King Aethelfrid, a violent and brutal fighter, Oswald took refuge on lona where he
*1 learned and absorbed the philosophy of Columba. Eventually restored to Northumbria he led a
force of Anglo-Saxons to drive out the Britons. As the new effective leader he was noted for
B his humility and generosity towards the poor and strangers. Oswald died in 642 and his feast
SO day is 28 February.
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News From First Church Association of Presbyterian Women

APW will hold the first meeting for 2010 on Tuesday February 16th at 2pm in the McLean Room.

The guest speaker will be Barbara Turnbull who recently returned from Kandahar Afghanistan, where as a
Red Cross nurse she worked in an operating theatre. Barbara has an interesting story to relate.

She is currently awaiting a visa to take up a similar position in Pakistan. If you or your friends would like to
attend this meeting please contact Nan or Dorothy.

There will be a sales table. - New members are very welcome.
Contacts Nan Rickard 4856099; Dorothy Sinclair 473 9950
CRAFT GROUP

The Craft Group of First church will begin their fortnightly meetings on Thursday 11th February at 9.30am
in the Burns Hall Foyer. Please contact Dorothy Sinclair 473 9950 if you are interested in being part of this

group or just come along and you will be made most welcome

News from the Property Committee

Following on from the successful working bee held November last, the manse fence i

almost finishedA big thankyou to lan Mitchell, Revernd John Sinclair and Ben Bates.
THAHK VOU The floor in Burns Hall has been resurfaced and the hall is again in use.

Next Property Committee meeting is on Tuesday 09 February at 4.30 pm.

REPORT FROM FIRST CHURCH FINANCE COMMITTEE

Our income from Direct Giving for the 6 months ended 31 December 2009, at $45774 was 96% of our
budget expectation. A reduction in the cash offerings of $2000 was the main cause of our budget target
not being reached.

All other areas of both income and expenditure are within budget predictions.

§ A grant of $6000, towards the cost of refurbishing the fence, has been received from the Trustees of the
A AW Jones Trust.

§ A bequest of $7973.22 from the Estate of Jeanette Scott was an unexpected, but very welcome addition
to our investment funds.

A~ These next few months should be the busiest for our Heritage
Centre volunteers as they welcome visitors from around the world
to our Church buildings and grounds, We thank them most sin-
cerely for the tasks that they undertake on behalf of the whole
congregation

The 80th Annual SCM Book Exchange in conjunction with Youthline Otago
Sell your old textbooks - Get the textbooks you need cheaply!
Start Time for Book Collections: Monday, February 22, 2010 at 10:00am

Sales commence: Thursday February 25™ at 10am End Time: Saturday, March 6, 2010 at 4:00pm
Location: All Saints Church Hall, 786 Cumberland Street
This year the SCM Book Exchange is raising money for Youthline Otago and other local charities.
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NEWS FROM THE COOK ISLANDS COMMUNITY

kia orana tatou katoatoa e te iti tangata no te atua i roto i te aua First Church of Otago
Happy 2010to you all atfirst church.

On the 28th of December 2009 members and families from first church went camping at Warrington. weather was beaut
ful for the first 2 days out there. the men went fishing, cockelling, fish spearing and paua diving. unfortunately the weathg
turned sour on us on the 3rd day and we had to pack up and return back home.

Dec 31st we attended the New Years Eve service taken by Rev Tokerau Joseph and after that we hung around the fron{
the church to watch the fireworks display to welcome the new year in.

Our Pure Epetoma (prayer week) started from Jan 3rd through to Jan 10th. the focus of the Prayer Week was based upgn

Genesis 2: 4 25 where the main theme was "life in paradise”In the beginning, God created the whole world including

people. God looked at it all and said that it was goedor sin had not yet occurred. perhaps one way of understanding the
idea of "paradise” is to see it as perfection or the state of being unspoiled. It is the way that God intended for people. W
looked at the nature of the life of the first two people in relation to each other and to God. Perhaps in our Prayer Week W
will identify some ideas that will encourage our life of faith in the Church.

-ATA TTTA xAAE 1T £& OEAT OEA
Mormon and Seventh Day Adventist Thurs, Youth on Friday finished off by the Rev Tokerau on the Sunday 10th. Lots o
ideas were shared on the theme and also ways of improving ourselves or First Church congregations in 2010. A big than
you to the Rev Tokerau for bringing this good news and ideas to us as First Church people and as people of God.

Members of First Church Cook Islands congregation The Rev Joseph & family, loaba Dean fatmaiselled up to Ashburton

for the 21st birthday celebration of Ngametua Maria Nipu on January 16th, while Enoka & Tere Taana travelled to Welling-

ton for the 60th birthday celebration of Rev Ngatupuna Nioputa on Jan 16th. On January 281d Taana,Dean families
attended the 21st birthday celebration of louisa Dean. The weather was very very warm for some.

of
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§ Rev Kimi Henry took the Cook Islands service on January 24th.
§ On February 2nd there will be a Resource Group for Southern Presbytery meeting at First Church and the Cook |
)y Ol ATAOG 711 AT80 &A1 11T xOEED xEI1l AA AAOAOEI ¢ & O OEFEO

§ Cook Islands congregation picnic: a reminder about the picnic at Warrington on February the 6th. All welcome.

§ A reminder to the Cook Island elders, your meeting on February the 13th at the usual time.

§ &ET AT T U OEA 30ii1 A0 &AOGOEOAT xEIl AA EAPPATEIC 11 34006C
shipgroup, -OET OA xEI EAOA O1T1 01 OAAOCAA &1 AT T AOA PI OO 1T &£ I I

417 A1l 100 AEEI AOAT AT A Ul OOE AO #EOOAE ) EIDPA Ui O EAQPA |

the 1st & 2nd Feb and for those going on to Tertiary education see you all Feb 15th.

God Bless us all in 20t friend Tere Taana

NEWS FROM THE SAMOAN COMMUNITY

Welcome back everybody and a happy new year. We hope you had an enjoyable and restful break.

The Carol service held at E.F.K.S on the 20th of December brought the Samoan congregations from throughout
Dunedin together to celebrate the festive season. Each group performed a Christmas item, as did the First Church
Samoan congregation. The service held on this day was to be the last for 2009.

Our first Samoan service for 2010 was held on the 10th of January and was our service to commemorate the "Lotu
Tasusaoa". Traditionally this is a week long service which is held in Samoa, where the whole congregation can indi-
vidually get up and talk about their hopes and expectations for the coming year. Our service was approximately three
hours long and brought mixed emotions for many of our parishioners.

The beginning of 2010 was nothing short of exciting, as on the 1st of January 2010, it was announced that

Nineva Vaitupu Jr and Gemma Tuhega were now engaged. And so we would like to wish them both Congratulations
and best wishes for all that is to come.

Happy New Year to all and a good luck to those who will be shortly back at school.

God BlessToleafoa Vaitupu
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The Southern Presbytery

The five Otago-Southland presbyteries have agreed to form one Presbytery for the area south of the Waitaki
with a starting date of February 2010. The five presbyteries will remain in existence for legal purposes until
General Assembly 2010 approves the new Southern Presbytery and its boundaries.

There will be an Inaugural Service to mark this joining together at Calvin Church in Gore on Saturday 13
February 2010 commencing at 2pm, conducted by the Moderator of the General Assembly, the Rt Rev Gra-
ham Redding, who will induct the first Moderator of the Southern Presbytery, the Rev Richard Dawson, and
the 10 members of the Presbytery Council.

The Southern Presbytery will have two separate but complimentary functions. The Presbytery Council will
be responsible for the Governance functions, while resource groups will address the task of resourcing for
mission and pastoral care of parishes.

Vision
The vision is that the Southern Presbytery, in its identity and operation, contribute significantly to the health
and wellbeing of the congregations within its boundaries. This will include:

An ongoing shift in focus from inward looking governance to outward missional concern.

An encouragement to engage with the wider communities of our churches.

An equipping and inspiring of the leadership of our Session, parish teams, and congregations.

A growing of collegial, supportive and mentoring relationships 1 for all people.

An environment to share resources and discover practical ministry.

A Presbytery that actively includes and involves youth and younger generations.

The Southern Presbytery Council and its Advisory Groups (made up of a small number of ministers and
elders from the five former Preshyteries) will attend to all the Governance matters for the whole area south
of the Waitaki.

Resource Groups will provide the main social contact within the presbytery structure in whatever manner
they choose, as part of their role in tasking and equipping mission. Meetings will be open to all church mem-
bers. Initially the Resource Groups will be based around the five former presbyteries, but in time other re-
source groups reflecting common areas of interest will be established.
The resource group functions are:

Personal encouragement, support and pastoral care, ongoing consultation

Sharing resources for mission in local congregations

Accessing new resources or skills from outside sources

Exploring new models of mission and ministry

Identifying and supporting new growth opportunities

Responding to minor crises in ministry and parishes

Organising training events and one-off mission services

Set mission goals

Report to the Southern Presbytery annual meeting

Personnel of the Southern Presbytery are -
Moderator Elect Rev Richard Dawson

Presbytery Council Members Rev Ken Baker (Dunedin & North Otago)

Rev Tau Ben-Unu (Mataura)
Rev Chris Burgin (Clutha)
Mrs Joy Flett (Clutha)

Rev Diane Gilliam Weeks (Central Otago)
Rev Heather Kennedy (Southland)

Mr Russell Morton (Southland)
Mrs Marian Partridge  (Dunedin & North Otago)
Mr Murray Shallard (Mataura)

‘“
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firstchurchotago.org.nz

Rev Stephanie Wells
Mrs Zona Pearce
Mr David Dittmer

(Central Otago)
Presbytery Clerk
Presbytery Treasurer
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